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Parish Team: 
Fr. John Rumao. 
Fr. John Lopes 
Fr. Gerry Fernandes 
Fr.Victor Dalmet. 
Srs Amala & Joan – Pastoral Work 
Vice-President PPC: 
 Mr. Francis Fernandes 
Parish SCC Coordinator: 
. Mr. Eustace de Cunha 
APC Representative: 
 Mr. Kirk Gonsalves  
PPC Secretary: 
 Mr. Anthony Alphonso 
CWF Secretary: Mrs. Jessie Sequeira 
In-charge: Sunday School: Sr. Ancy 
RCIA/School Catechism: Ms. Ida D’Silva 
 Mass Schedule: 
Sunday: 6,7,8,9.15 a.m. & 5.30 , 6.30p.m 
At Kopri: Every Sunday at 10.30 a.m. 
Weekday: 6 & 6.45 a.m., 7.00 pm. 
. and at 6.30 a.m. in Holy Cross Convent 
Mass in Marathi:  3rd Sunday at 7. a..m 
Mass in Konkani: 4th Sunday at 7. a.m. 
Mass in Hindi:  5th Sunday at 7.00 a.m. 
Tamil Mass: 2nd Sunday at 11.00 am  
Confessions:  Saturday: 6 to 7 p.m. 
Baptisms: Sunday: 10.15 a.m. 
Marriages: Weekday at 5.15 p.m. 
                     Sunday: 5.30 p.m. & 6.30 pm 
Funerals: Any day: 10 to 11.45 a.m  & 
                    4 p.m. to 5.00 p.m. 
Sacrament of the sick: on request. 
House Blessing: With prior arrangement. 
Novenas: St. Anthony’s: Tuesday 7.30pm 
Perpetual Succour Novena:  
   After 7 p.m. Mass on Wednesday. 
Charismatic Prayer Service [Eng.] 
 On Tuesdays at 7.30 p.m. 
Divine Mercy Devotion:  On Fridays at 6.00 
p.m. except  on 1st Friday 
Sunday School: after 8.00 a.m. Mass 
Night Adoration:  
       at 10.00 p.m. on last Saturday   
Office Timings: 9.00 a.m. to 12.30  
              5.00 p.m. to 07.00 
Sunday: 9.00 a.m. to 11.00 a.m. 
Parish Tel. No. 2534 8671; 2543 5411 
Website: www.stjohnthebaptistthane.com  
 

 
 
 

 
 

  

May St. John the Baptist  
be our model of  

integrity,    
humility and commitment  

to Our Lord! 
 

.He must increase, I must decrease 
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This week’s announcements 
June 24,   2007. 

 
1. This Sunday is Laity Sunday. The solemnity of 

the Birth of St. John the Baptist, Parish Patron 
Saint is celebrated. The feast Mass will be at 
9.15 a.m. Rt. Rev. Bishop Agnelo Gracias will 
be the main celebrant. Parish Council 
members, Eucharistic Ministers and heads of 
all associations/cells will be inducted at the 
feast Mass. After Feast the finals in Men’s   
football tournament and Ladies’ throw-ball 
tournament will be held on respective grounds. 

2. In the evening there will be the 5.30 p.m. Mass 
as usual; there will be NO 6.30 p.m. Mass;  At 
6.30 p.m. there will be ‘TELE-GAMES’ 
entertainment for all parishioners in the 
quadrangle. All are invited.. 

3. Friday 29th June is the feast of Sts. Peter & 
Paul. At 7.30 p.m. there will Lectors’ meeting 
in the meeting room. 

4. Sunday, 1st July at 9.00 a.m. there will be a 
compulsory Prayer Service for Confirmation 
students and their parents with the zonal 
leaders in the school hall. 

5. Sunday, 1st July Mass at Ghormal at 10.00 a.m.  
A bus will the school premises at 9.00 a.m. 

6. Those who want to join the youth group are 
requested to come for the meeting which is 
held on every Saturday at 7.p.m. in the meeting 
room   

1. The collection at Masses on last Sunday, 
amounted to Rs 25,130.00  

2. The collections from Perpetual Succour box   
amounted to Rs1,585.00. 

3. Sacred Heart Novena collection = Rs.885.00 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BLOOD DONATION CAMP – 17 JUNE 2007 
 
 
 
LADIES’ 
THROWBAL

L 
TO
UR

NAMENT 

This Week’s Liturgical Readings 
25/Mon    Gn 12:1-9;Ps 32:12-13,18-19,20&22; Mt7:1-5  
26/Tue     Gn 13:2,5-18;Ps 14:1b-3a,3b-4b,4c-5;Mt7:6,12-14  
27/Wed    S. Cyril of Alexandria, bp dr Gn 15:1-12,17-18;Ps 

  104:1-2,3-4,6-7,8-9; Mt7: 15-20  
28/Thu     S. Irenaeus, bp m - mem  Gn 16:1-12,15-16 (or  
  16:6b-12,15-16); Ps 105: 1-2-5; Mt 7:21-29  
29/Fri      Ss. PETER & PAUL, Aps- Sol  Ac 12:1-11; Ps  
   33:2--9; 2 Tm4:6-8,17-18;Mt 16:13-192  
30/Sat      Or The First Martyrs of the Church of Rome Or  
   BVM on Saturday  Gn 18:1-15;PsLk 1:46-47,48- 
   49,50&53,54&55b; Mt8:5-17 
1/Sun       1Kgs19:16-21;Gal 5:1,13-18;Lk 9:51-62  
 

The Message for this week: 
 

In today's gospel we are reminded 
 of the wondrous event of the birth of John  
the Baptist. In spite of the reactions of their neighbours 
and relatives, the name given to the child born to 
Elizabeth and Zachariah is John. The name, meaning 
'God's gracious gift' is full of implication. Like John, 
each of us is special and we are a gift of God to the world 
today. Are we aware of the implications? Have we 
recognized the gift? Have we discovered the gift? Have 
we shared the gift? John's birth was already the good 
news, and Zachariah gives thanks to God for it. We are 
the good news and we are called to be the good news all 
through our lives. Like John we are called to be the ones 
who prepare the way for the coming of the Lord in 
today's world. All that we say and all that we do should 
communicate the good news. In the measure that our 
lives are pointing to the Lord, in the measure that we 
decrease, His life will increase in us.  
  

"John's is a strange destiny. On the one hand, a 
saintly intolerance of the things of this earth, yet on the 
other hand with this rugged austerity, an intense spiritual 
joy. Twice in his life he trembles with joy: in his mother's 
womb, and when as a grown man, he points to the 
Messiah. Until he has found him, he remains 'the voice 
crying in the wilderness'. God speaks in hearts which 
have abandoned all else. In the desert regions along the 
Jordan, John rises up 'in the spirit and power of Elijah', as 
the great preacher of judgement. With his burning words 
and his baptism of water, he is to bring back the sons of 
the covenant to the Lord their God, before the deluge of 
fire. He is therefore the great successor of Noah whose 
primeval judgement by water foreshadowed the final 
judgement and foretold the waters of baptism which save 
us from impending retribution. But more than all that, 
John appears as the friend who brings the bride to the 
groom, and then goes quietly away. He turns all hearts to 
Jesus. Then eager to decrease so that Jesus may increase, 
he chooses to be forgotten and abandoned. Is not this the 
passion which makes manifest the extent of his faith and 
perfects the identification between servant and master?" 
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17 June, 2007. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NEWSWORTHY GINELLE! 
Young Ginelle Serpes hit the headlines when for two 
successive years she topped the summer club’s 
Newspaper cum Fund collections Drive averaging no 
less than 450 Kgs! This year the young teenager could 
not join the club but that didn’t deter her from joining 
the Fund collection campaign and she amassed an 
amounted of Rs 4400/- single –handedly. Not just play 
station 2007, but St. John’s & Thane are proud of you  
Hattrick  Ginelle! 
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It was about a month ago when a man in Amsterdam 
felt that he needed to confess, so went to his priest:  
"Forgive me Father, for I have sinned. During WWII I 
hid a refugee in my attic."  
"Well," answered the priest, "that's not a sin."  
"But I made him agree to pay me 20 Gulden for every 
week he stayed."  
"I admit that wasn't good, but you did it for a good 
cause."  
"Oh, thank you, Father; that eases my mind. I have one 
more question..."  
"What is that, my son?"  
"Do I have to tell him the war is over?"   

�������
When do you congratulate someone for their 
Mistake?    
Answer : On their Wedding !!  
�

Sunday, 1st July at 9.00 a.m. there 
will be a compulsory Prayer 

Service for Confirmation students 
and their parents with the zonal 

leaders in the school hall 

We Fathers thank Rt. Rev. Bishop Agnelo Gracias 
for celebrating the Feast Mass and sparing his 
precious time with us on the occasion of the feast 
of our Patron saint, St. John the Baptist. Bishop 
Agnelo has been a strong support in all our works 
in our parish. At times his office is stormed with 
emails, telephones and letters with complaints, as 
we fail to please everyone in carrying out duties. 
We are pained and feel sorry for the same.  



4 

12th  Sunday  – FEAST OF ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST, PATRON - 24 June 2007. 4 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ST.JOHN THE BAPTIST  
POLY TECHNIC COLLEGE 

Venue – St John’s Special School 2nd Floor 
Jambli Naka Thane(W) Tel. 64109529 
Announces Short- Term (6- months) 
Week End Programme (Sat& Sun 

Management Programs from June 2007 
I. FASHION DESIGNING 
II.  COMPUTER COURSES 

After- Any Graduation 
After- H SC 

 
Duration  = 6 Months Twice a week  3hrs a day 

Course Fees= 500/  p.m 
Contact Prof. S.C.Kopra, Fashion 
Designer  Mob.9322875500 
****  ********  ****  

Traineeship Programme – The College has 
partnered with Leading Garment  & Export Houses 
and I.T. Corporates.Under this Programme 
Students get the opportunities to work part-time as 
trainees while studying and after successful 
completion of the Course ,student are offered full 
time / part-time employment by the Corporates . 
For Admission & trainees Programs information 

Contact: - Prof. S.C. Kopra Fashion Designer  
Mob: - 9322875500 / 64109529  

 

PASTORAL YEAR PLANNER  
FOR 2007 – 08. 

Parish level programmes by parish/cells/SCCs/Associations 
June 1 – 30 Sacred Heart Enthronement 
3 June  Feast of the the Most Holy Trinity 
10 June  Sunday School Reopens. Feast of the Body 

and Blood O.L. J.C. 
15 June Sacred Heart Feast. The New Scholastic Year 

begins.  
17 June Commissioning of Sunday School Teachers 
15-24 June Novena in Preparation of the Parish Patronal 

Feast 
24 June FEAST OF ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST, 

PATRON. 
Church Feast Celebration @ 9.15am 
7.00 p.m. Get together. Laity Sunday 

8 July Faith formation Sunday 
22  July In-put Session for all animators/coordinators 
29 July Parents’ Day Program 
Aug 5 Vianney Sunday 
August 15 Assumption Feast & Independence Day 
August 19 Justice Sunday and International  Youth   Day 
August 30 Novena to O. L. of Velankani 
Sept’ber 8 Feast of O. L. of Velankani Day of the Girl-

Child 
Sept’ber 30 Day of Thanksgiving 
2nd October 6.00 p.m. Peace Rally by Sevadham  and Civic 

& Political Cell.  
21 October Mission Sunday  
26-28 Oct. Sodality Jumble Sale. 
2 Nov’ber All Souls Day 
9 Nov’ber Feast – Jesus Christ, The Light Mass with 

lighted panaties @ 7.00 .m. 
18 Nov’ber  World Communication Day. 2nd  Session for all 

animators/coordinators 
25 Nov’ber Adoration Day – Xhrist the King Feast 
8 Dec’ber Titular Feast of the Sodality. 
21Dec–1 Jan  Christmas Celebrations 
19, 20, 22 
Dec. 

Confessions in preparation for Christmas 

24 December Christmas Mid-night Mass at 10.00 p.m. 
25 December Christmas Day – Masses at 6, 7,8, 9.15 a.m. 

No evening Masses 
30 December Feast of the Holy Family.   
31 December 11.00 p.m. – Holy Hour 
01 January New Year Day Masses at 6,7,8,9.15 a.m. and 

at 7.00p.m. 
20 Jan 08 3rd   Session for all animators/coordinators 
18th  Feb 06 First Holy Communion  at 10.30 a.m. 
21 Feb Ash Wednesday 
March 16 Palm Sunday 
March 17-19 Confessions 
March 20 Maunday Thursday Last Supper at 7.30 p.m. 
March 21 Good Friday  Service at 6.30 p.m. 
March 22 Easter Vigil at 8.00 p.m. 
March 23 Easter – Masses at 6, 7, 8 & 9.15 a.m. No 

evening Mass 
13 April 1st Holy Communion 
20-04-08 Confirmation Day at 10.30 a.m.! 
27th April Feast of Our Lady of Hope, Ghormal. 

 



5 

12th  Sunday  – FEAST OF ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST, PATRON - 24 June 2007. 5 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

PARISH FEAST CELEBRATION 
 

1. Inter-zonal football and throw-ball 
tournaments will be held on 17th & 24th June, 2007. 
Forms will be available with zonal leaders and at the 
Parish Office 
 
 2. Sunday, 24th June - The feast Mass will 
be at 9.15 a.m. Rt. Rev. Bishop Agnelo Gracias 
will be the main celebrant. Parish Council 
members, Eucharistic Ministers and heads of all 
associations/cells will be inducted at the feast 
Mass.  
 

3. In the evening there will be the 5.30 
p.m. Mass as usual; there will be NO 6.30 p.m. 
Mass;  At 6.30 p.m. there will be ‘TELE-GAMES’ 
entertainment for all parishioners in the 
quadrangle. All are invited. 

THANKSGIVING 
It’s a Great Year to PRAISE THE LORD! 

2007 
It’s a Great Little School to PRAISE THE LORD! 

GARDEN’S SCHOOL 
It’s a Great Time to PRAISE THE LORD! 
For it enters its SILVERJUBILEE YEAR 

It’s a Great Number to PRAISE THE LORD! 
Principal, Staff, Students and Parents of the School so 
‘THANK YOU LORD FOR GARDEN’S SCHOOL 

Bless it 
To be a blessing to many 

And to create a better world for to-morrow 
And bless the efforts of the Teachers-I n-charge 

 
Ms .Bernadette Pimenta 

--Ella Almeida 
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DAUGHTERS OF CHARITY OF ST. 
VINCENT DE PAUL. 

 It is said that if there is one thing that 
the Pope does not know, it is the number of 
women congregations in the world and their 
names. One reason may be that they go by 
names such as daughters, sisters, handmaids, 
missionaries  and what not – so many names 
and so confusing. For example we have two 
congregations in our parish. But I don’t think 
all of us know them by their real name. The 
Holy Cross Convent Sisters are known as 
Sisters of the Cross of Chavanod and the SVP 
nuns who reside in the Special School Building 
are known as the Daughters of Charity of St. 
Vincent de Paul. 
 The names of congregations may seem 
confusing. But they reveal the special charisma 
each congregation has or derived from the 
inspiration of eachone’s founder. The two 
sisters of Daughters of Charity, Rev. Sr. Joan 
and Sr. Amala have been in our midst for last 
one year and from the parishioners’ comments 
I gather, they are doing quite well in the 
pastoral ministry. They have been visiting all 
families and attending other pastoral concerns 
in the area. After their coming here, we have 
strengthened the hands of St. John’s 
Healthcare Centre assisting the poor patients 
in the parish. We have also started polytechnic 
courses where these sisters could be of some 
help. As the scope of their pastoral service 
widens, the legitimacy of their presence in 
Thane will be get better established.  
 With this in mind, the superiors of the 
congregation of Daughters of Charity have 
expressed their willingness to open a ‘House’ 
in Thane. This congregation has two provinces 
in India and total 58 convents. Thane will be 
the 59th convent of theirs in India. It will be 
formerly opened on 1st July, 2007 with a Mass 
at 6.30 p.m. in the church followed by the 
blessing of their present residence. 
Parishioners are invited to attend the Mass 
and pray for the success of their apostolate in 
our midst. 

St. John Baptist Polytechnic College 
St. John’s Baptist Special School Building 2nd Floor 

Jambli Naka- Thane (W) Tel. 64109529 
                            

Offers. 
U.G.C. Recognized University & Industry Integrated  
Dual Degree Programmes. 
  

Graduate in any stream & 12th STD Science/  
Commerce and Arts Students 

     
      Pursue a Degree in Information Technology Business 

Management & Fashion Technology from U.G.C. 
Recognized University. 

                                 Supported by 
       Fashion Industry- Garment & Exports Houses 

Information Technology Corporates 
 
       Prospectus & Admission forms are available at the 

Institute for 
               M.B.A. & B.B.A/ M.C.A & B.C.A.   
       along with Fashion Designing & Merchandizing 
                             And 
       Brand Retail Marketing Programmes 
                             Eligible for B.B.A & B.C.A.  
       H.Sc OR Equivalent Passed with Science OR Commerce 

OR Arts OR Engineering  
       Diploma is eligible for direct admission to 2nd Year 

B.C.A. 
                       Eligible for M.B.A.  
Graduate from any Stream  
Arts. Science. Commerce. Engineering. IT. Medical. 
Pharmacy.B.M.S. & B.B.A 
 
                        Eligible for M.C.A. 
B.C.A. any Degree with Mathematics at 2 level & Post- 
Graduate diploma in Computer Applications 
 
Prospectus & Admission forms are available College 
Price Rs.250/ 
 For details & Admission  
Contact Prof- S.C.Kopra .Mob. 9322875500 
Tel. o22-64109529 
FREE DEMO-CUM Workshop 
Every Friday & Saturday From 
27nd June to 30th July 2007  
First Batch Commencing from 1st July 2007 
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St. Teresa's Institute of Education, Santacruz, 
announces the admissions for D. Ed year 
2007 - 2008, candidates must be:  
1. Women  
2. Passed XII with at least 45% marks.  
St. Teresa's has reservation of seats for the 
Christian Minorities 

'St. Andrew's College, Bandra is pleased to 
announce the commencement of a B.Sc. in 
Hospitality Studies (Hotel Management) a 3 
year degree course of the University of 
Mumbai, from this academic year 2007 - 2008. 
For further details please refer the Church 
Notice Board.'  

Rosary at Our Lady of Fatima Grotto t Kolbad 
Shrine on Sunday 24th June, 2007 at 11.30 a.m. 
All are invited. 

ST. JOHN’S HEALTHCARE 
CENTRE 

 
The novena in honour of our Patron Saint 
began on the 15th of June 2007, in keeping the 
theme of Health Awareness, St. John the 
Baptist Healthcare Centre had organized a 
Blood Donation Drive on Sunday 1 ih of June 
2007 from 7.30 AM to 11.30 AM and 5.30PM 
to 8.00PM. 27 parishioners both men and 
women came voluntary and donated their 
blood. Each donor will be receiving a 
certificate and a donor card which can be 
collected from the Health Cell on Sunday 1st 
July 2007 .We wish to thank all the donors. A 
special thanks to Dr. Rajesh Savla and his team 
who conducted the blood donation drive. We 
thank the Parish Priest for the use of  the 
pavilion and for the announcements at the 
Sunday Masses.   
 
It has been proposed to have a blood donation 
drive every six months, hence we would 
appreciate if parishioners who would like to 
donate their blood in future could give their 
names to enable the Centre to keep a data bank 
of all donor types for any emergencies. Any 
person requiring blood or blood components 
can avail themselves of the blood at subsidized 
rates by contacting any member of the Health 
Cell at the Healthcare Centre. 
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SHlLPALAYA  TECHNICAL INSTITUTE , Holy 
Family Church, Chakala, Mumbai. 
Courses 1 year full time courses for Turners, Welders, 
Carpenters & Electricians.  
Timing : 8:00 am. to 4.45 pm.  
Edu. Qualification : 5th Std. passed up to 10th Std. 
failed.  
Medium : English / Hindi / Marathi.  
Age : 16 years to 21 years.  
Date of issue of forms : 15th June 2007 to 30th June 
2007. (At Rs. 10/- only).  
Those interested may contact the " SHILPALAYA 
TECHNICAL INSTITUTE" office - Monday to Friday 
from 10:30 am. to 4.00 pm.  
 

The Parish Priest 
St.John the Baptist Church Thane 
 
Dear Rev.Father, 

 
Thank you for inviting suggestion and comment on how to address the ball problem. 
Permit me to complain about the same. Yesterday I was about to enter the Church, when just outside the sacristy .I 

saw a number of people look at me. It was a miraculous escape that I had from a football about to smash my spectacles into 
my eyes. If that had happened I would have incurred a loss of Rs 2000/- not including eye damage. I have been hit by balls a 
number of times .Once a very hard ball hit me on my calf muscle. It caused a swelling and difficulty in walking .I observed 
that during the Holy Hour on the Feast of the Sacred Heart, people were distracted from focusing on the Blessed Sacrament .I 
saw a number of people look outside, towards the left, fearing a ball attack. 

Serving in the Ministry of healing and deliverance .I pray we get delivered from ball attacks which I call demonic 
attack. Sometimes I wonder why the Church did not have this problem earlier. 

I say the following. 
1. Children are taught to play more than taught to pray. 
2. Children must learn to be thoughtful of others and make sacrifices. This will bring them blessings in future. 
3.. The Church premises have to be maintained as Holy ground. No substance abuse, alchohol etc., where evil forces enter 
and spiritual strength is weakened, should be allowed. 
4. Sometimes we find it difficult to discipline others because we do not want to hurt them. This could hurt our God. 
5. All parishioners should say some .Intercessory Prayers on their way to Church like repeating these words, Lord, take 
charge of all balls in the Church compound and deliver us from the attacks of the enemy. May add, St.John the Baptist pray 
for us. If we intensify the strength of our army surely the enemy will have to flee .Try this method. Assuredly, I say to you, it 
works. 
6. All ball games should stop half an hour before church services commence because people like to come early to 
Church. 
7. At the commencement of the games the players should assemble to make a prayer that their ball may hit no one. 
Leaving the rest to God 
While thanking you for your interest in this matter, 
Sincerely 
Ella Almeida   
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