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Parish Team: 
Fr. John Rumao. 
Fr. John Lopes 
Fr. Gerry Fernandes 
Fr.Victor Dalmet. 
Srs Amala & Joan – Pastoral Work 
Vice-President PPC: 
Mr. Francis Fernandes 
Parish SCC Coordinator: 
Mrs. Margaret Mascarenhas. 
APC Representative: 
 Mr. Anthony Alphonso 
PPC Secretary: 
Mr. Eustace D’Cunha 
CWF Secretary: Jessie Sequeira 
Sunday School In-charge: Sr. Ancy 
RCIA & School Catechism: 
In-charge: Ms. Ida D’Silva 
 Mass Schedule: 
Sunday: 6,7,8,9.15 a.m. & 5.30, 6.30 p.m. 
 10.30 a.m. at Kopri Chapel. 
Weekday: 6 & 6.45 a.m.,7.00 pm. 
In Holy Cross Convent::6.30 am.  
Mass in Marathi:  3rd Sunday at 7. a..m 
Mass in Konkani: 4th Sunday at 7. a.m. 
Tamil Mass: 2nd Sunday at 11.00 am  
Confessions:  Saturday: 6 to 7 p.m. 
Baptisms: Sunday: 10.15 am 
Marriages: Weekday at 5.15 p.m. 
      Sunday: 5.30 p.m. & 6.30 pm 
Funerals: Any day: 10 to 11.45 a.m 
   4 p.m.to 5.00 p.m. 
Sacrament of the sick: on request. 
House Blessing: With prior arrangement. 
Novenas: St. Anthony’s: Tuesday 7.30pm 
Perpetual Succour Novena:  
   After 7 p.m. Mass on Wednesday. 
Charismatic Prayer Service [Eng.] 
 On Tuesdays at 7.30 p.m. 
Divine Mercy Devotion:  On Fridays at 
6.00 p.m. except  on 1st Friday 
Night Adoration:  
       at 12.00 midnight on last Saturday   
Office Timings: 9.00 a.m. to 12.30  
              5.00 p.m. to 07.00 
Sunday: 9.00 a.m. to 11.00 a.m. 
Parish Tel. No. 2534 8671; 2543 5411 
Website: www.stjohnthebaptistthane.com  
 

 
 

 
Statement of Purpose 

World Marriage day honors husband and wife as head of 
the family ,the basic unit of society .It salutes the beauty of their 
faithfulness, sacrifice and joy in daily ,married life. 
 
History :   The idea of celebrating marriage began in Baton 
Rouge,La., in 1981 ,when couples encouraged the mayor ,the 
governor and the Bishop to proclaim St.Valentines Day as “ We 
Believe in Marriage Day”. The event was so successful, the idea 
was presented to and adopted by Worldwide Marriage Encounter’s 
national leadership. 
By 1982, 43 Governors officially proclaimed the day and 
celebrations spread to U.S. military bases in several foreign 
countries. In 1983,the name was changed to “World Marriage Day. 
WMD celebrations continue to grow and spread to more countries 
and faith expressions every year. 
 
Symbol  Our World Marriage Day. Speaks readily of the role 
and values we proclaim. Husband and wife are symbolically seen 
as two candle-like figures, reminding us that married love calls us 
to help enlighten the world. The couple is joined by a heart, 
focusing unity within the couple and generates the capacity to be 
life-giving and inspire others to fruitfulness and unity. 
 
Theme  Theme for WMD has been permanently adopted as 
“Love One Another” this phrase is the commandment given us by 
Jesus in John 14. It speaks to us in a simple but challenging way of 
how our Fathers wishes us to live. Loving one another is a daily 
decision-simple, but challenging 

A man's reach should exceed his grasp, or what's a heaven for? 
--Robert Browning, Andrea del Sarto. 
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This week’s announcements 
February 11,  2007. 

�  Sunday, February 11 will be celebrated as 
World Day of the sick. It is also celebrated 
as World Marriage Day and as Holy 
Childhood Day. 

�  Sunday, February 11, the Parish Council 
Meeting will be held at 1030 a.m. 

�  Sunday, February 18 will be celebrated as 
Bible Sunday. Families are encouraged to 
enthrone “Bible” in a prominent position 
in their houses. The  SCCs are advised to 
hold Bible Prayer sessions in their zones. 
The guidelines are given below. 

�  On Sunday, February 18 the CWF 
committee will meet at 10.30 a.m.  

�  The collection at Masses on last Sunday, 
amounted to Rs.29,047.00  

�  The collections from Perpetual Succour box  
amounted to Rs.1,585.00. 

�  The Sodality members will make gate-collection 
for the Holy Childhood on Saturday 10th and 
Sunday 11th after Masses. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

This Week’s Liturgical Readings. 
12/Mon   Gen 4:1-15,25; Ps 49:1,8,16-17,20-21, Mk 8:11-13  
13fTues     Gen 6:5-8;7:1-5,10; Ps 28:1-4,10; Mk 8:14-21 
14/Wed     Ss. Cyril& Methodius Bs Mem Gen 8:6-13,20-22; 

    Ps 115:12-15,18-19; Mk 8:22-26 
15/Thurs   Gen 9:1-13; Ps 101:16-23,29; Mk 8:27-33 
16/Fri        Gen 11:1-9; Ps 32:10-15; Mk 8:34-9:1 
17/Sat        Seven Holy Founders of the Order of Servites  

    Heb 11:1-7; Ps 144:2-5,10-11; Mk 9:2-13 
18/Sun     1 Sam 26:2,7-9,12-13,22-23;1Cor 15:45-49; Lk  

   6:27-38 
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It was an exclusive party. Among the many VIP's 
present, was an Ambassador whose eyesight was not 
too good. 
When dancing commenced, he saw someone with 
whom he wished to dance. Approaching the person he 
said: "Hello you beautiful lady in red, may I have the 
pleasure of this waltz?" "Certainly not," was the 
answer. "In the first place this is not a waltz, it is a 
tango. In the second place I am not a beautiful lady in 
red, I am the papal Nuncio." 

***  
A Sunday school teacher asked one of the six-year old 
students: 
'I'omy, where does God st3.y?" Pat came the reply: 'In 
the bathroom, Sir.” 
" What," shouted the shocked teacher, "who told you 
Ihat?"  “My father, Sir," came the innocent reply. ,  
Every morning he comes down with a towel round his 
neck, stands in front of the bathroom and shouts, 
 “My God! You are still inside." 

.PARISH COUNCIL ELECTION DATES: 
 

11th  & 18th February – Announcement of election 
25th Feb. to 4th March = Scrutiny of zonal voters list 
11th March – Last date for nomination 
18th March – Display of list of candidates 
25th March – last date for withdrawal of nomination 
1st April,  6.30 a.m. to 12.00 noon – Zonal election 
in the church. 
 

The following zones will elect one candidate 
each: Horta Margheri , S./ Anand Park and Louiswadi.  

The remaining will elect 2 candidates each:  
Brindavan ; Cherai North; Cherai South– Khopat; 
Kolbad; Kopri; K’Villa;;  Naupada I; Naupada II; 
Rabodi; Uthalsar  
 

PC ELECTION COMMITTEE: 
 Rev. Fr. Gerry Fernandes 
 Rev. Fr. Victor Dalmet 
 Mr. Anthony Alphonso 
 Mr. Eustace de Cunha 
 Mr. Roland Almeida 
N.B.  The above committee has been elected by 
the present P.C. at the December, ’06 meeting. 

"RINGS & RAINBOWS - 2007 " 
The Sunday before Valentine's Day is 

celebrated as World Marriage Day. On i 11th 
February, 2007 Parish Family Cell is 
organizing "Rings & Rainbows 2007" for the 
entire Thane Deanery at S1. John's Pavilion 
commencing with the Eucharist at 5.30 p.m. 
followed by an interactive session on 
"Communication between Couples", 
continuing with unwinding & intermingling, 
sharing married life experiences, fun, games 
and ending with dinner.  

The Feast of OUR LADY 
OF HOPE, Ghormal will be 
celebrated on Sunday, 29th 
April, 2007 
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Global Warming: A cause for concern 
 

The earth’s atmosphere is turning warmer 
day after day. Being responsible citizens of this 
world we need to take this matter seriously. 
The cause for global warming is mainly due to our 
dependence on fossil fuels as an energy source, and 
the destruction and burning of the forests by man 
,both of  which causes the release of carbon the so-
called green house gases. If this trend is allowed to 
continue in the years to come we may have to face 
serious consequences. The present sea level will 
rise several meters high due to the dramatic 
shrinkage of ice cores in the Antarctica and the 
Artic regions. Droughts and floods will become 
more frequent, followed by incidence of water-
borne diseases and spread of infectious disease by 
mosquitoes ,Moreover ,millions of our brethren 
living in the coastal areas will loose their homes as 
land will be covered by water. 
We need to save our planet, and preserve its beauty 
for many generations to come. For this purpose we 
have to  
·  Improve our energy efficiency by switching 

over fossil fuels to renewable energy sources 
like wind, solar and geothermal energy. 

·  Use public transport as an alternative to 
individual vehicle that will save energy, curb 
air pollution and prevent traffic jams. 

·  Prevent felling of trees as they provide oxygen 
and absorb carbon dioxide from the 
atmosphere. 

·  Follow the principle of sustainable development 
by preserving fertile agricultural lands, rivers 
and several acres of green pastures  

--Malcolm Nobre  
 
 
 
    
 
 
 
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
    

      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
THE DIVINE  POTTER 
 
To be as clay in the Potter’s hand 
Is not an easy task 
So think well before you pray 
As for this gift you ask 
He Potter’s wheel is painful 
You’ll be hurt at every spin 
Giving up your desires  
And all you have within 
You’ll have to surrender fully 
To go through all the pain 
To be as clay in the Potter’s hand 
‘Twill be a bit of strain 
Your cherished dreams and hopes 
You must leave them all behind 
And surrender to the Potter’s Plan 
Its then that you will find 
Amidst the pains and tortured 
That you are going through 
You’ll feel the presence of the Lord 
And the Joy He’ll give to you 
You’ll go through storms and hurricane  
You’ll go through winters snow 
But if you Cheerfully surrender 
Its then that you will know  
The Touch of our Divine Potter 
Who with His have at last 
Will mould your Human Frame  
Into his Divine wrk of arts 
 
 

--Dorothy Serpes 
 

CONFIRMATION DATE 
Sunday, 15th April at 6.30 p.m. Mass 

by Rt. Rev. Bishop Percival 
Fernandes  

SPORTS ACHEIVEMENT. 
 

Miss Yulette Aguiar of Std IV studying in Holy 
Cross Convent High School has achieved the 
following awards in the Girls U/10 category for 
the year 2006-2007 

1. .In the Thane City Inter –School Invitation Athletic 
Championship. -Was placed First in the 300mtrs run 
with an effort of 56.1 secs. -Was placed Second in the 
100mtrs run with an effort f 16 secs 

2. In the First Thane District Inter School Athletic 
Championship. -Was paced Second in the 100mtrs un 
with an effort of 16.3 secs. 

3. TEAM EVENTS, Thane District Amateur Athletic 
Association  -Was placed first in the 4x 50mtrs Relay 
with an effort of 34.5 secs. 

4. Thane City Inter-School Invitation Athletic 
Championship 2006-2007. -Was placed First in the 4x 
50mtrs Relay with an effort of 34.6secs. 

5. =Participated in the Holy Cross Convent High School 
Inter House 4x50mtrs Relay  for the year 2006-2007 and 
secured the First place 

 

PRO - CANA (11 MARRIAGE BUREAU ) 
INVITES Spinsters Below 30 years 
& Bachelors Below 35 years 
TO A HEART TO HEART MEET 
ON Sunday, 18th February 2007 . 
From:- 9..30 a.m. to 3.30 p.m. 
AT GOOD' SHEPHERD CONVENT HALL 
Four Bungalows Rd, Andheri (W), Mumbai - 
400053 . Ph. No: 26372422/2637 1863 
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HOLY CROSS SCHOOL PARENTS’ DAY 
January 22, 2007 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
OFFICIAL  

To: 
 The Parish Priests and Priests-in-charge 
Archdiocese of Bombay 
 Dear Fathers, 
 The three-year term of the current members of 
the Parish Pastoral Council (PPC) will be 
coming to an end in April/May 2007. Hence, 
you are requested to initiate the election 
process for forming a new Council. The 
booklet "Guidelines for Election" is enclosed in 
order to assist you. 
 You are certainly aware how important it is 
that the right persons are elected to the Council. 
Hence, do motivate the right persons to stand 
for election and also do conscientize the 
parishioners about the seriousness of this 
election 
 Thanking you for all your assistance and with 
kind regards and best wishes, 
  
+ Oswafd Qraci"as Archbishop of Bombay 
 

ELECTIONS TO PARISH COUNCIL - 
GUIDELINES 

 
BACKGROUND: 
Since the term of the current members of the Parish 
Pastoral Council will be coming to an end, we will 
soon be involved in the election process for forming 
the new Parish. Pastoral Council.  Before we 
embark on, this process we need to take time out, 

reflect on the guidelines given below and ensure 
that they are implemented to the maximum possible 
extent. This will enable the election process to be 
perceived as being fair, efficient and effective. 
 
GUIDELINES: 
The Guidelines are presented below in the form of 
questions. 
 
1. Who can stand as a potential candidate for the 
Parish Pastoral Council? 
As stated in Article VI of the Constitution of the 
Parish Pastoral Council "Only those members of 
Christ's faithful who are in communion with the 
church and involved in the pastoral action of the 
Parish shall be eligible to be members of the 
Council" AND "Keeping in mind that in the 
Archdiocese of Bombay one of the effective means 
for the growth of the parish is through the structure 
of the Small Christian Communities, membership 
of the Council would normally emerge from those 
involved in the animation of neighborhood 
communities and/or service in Lay Associations. " 
 
2. How can the above criteria be communicated to 
those who would want to stand for the elections ? 
The following steps need to be taken: 
a. Set up a meeting where it is explained that being 
on the Parish Pastoral Council is not an ornamental 
title devoid of any responsibility. There are certain 
criteria which need to be met. Those desirous of 
standing for elections can evaluate themselves 
against these criteria to find out if they are fitting 
candidates or not. . 
b. The criteria could be formulated as questions 
which could be placed before the Parishioners and 
whosoever is interested could answer them by 
going through a self-evaluation. 
i. Am I a Catholic who is faithful to the Church?  
ii. Do I prescribe to the vision of the parish? 
Am I willing to work for its realization? 
iii. Do I actively participate in the see? Have I 
contributed in a significant way? 
iv. Am I willing to take the responsibility of finding 
out the needs (material, spiritual and human) of the 
families in my see and plan activities to satisfy 
these needs. 
v. Am I willing to attend the meetings on a regular 
basis? 
vi. Am I open to working with members of other 
Associations/SeCs to address the problems and 
issues of the parish community ? 
vii. Am I willing to avail of the training imparted 
and try my best to implement whatever I learn? 
viii. Am I perceived to be an honest and fair 
individual belonging to a happy family? 
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LENTEN SERVICES 2007. 

DAYS DATES TIME SERVICES 
Ash 

Wednesday 
fast & 
abstinence 

21st Feb 6.00, 6.45 & 
7.30 a.m. 
6.15 ,  7.00  & 
7.45 p.m 

Masses: Morning 
              
            : Evening 
No Mass in Convent 

Mondays In Lent 7.30 p.m. Screening of 
Biblical Films 

Wednesdays In Lent 06.15 p.m. Way of the Cross 
in Marathi 

Thursday In Lent  
07.30 p.m. 

Way of the Cross  
in Konkani 

Fridays In Lent  
07.30 p.m. 

Way of the Cross  
in English 

 
 
Sundays 

In Lent 08.00 a.m. 
 
 
 
09.30 a.m. 

Children’s Mass 
followed by Way 
of the Cross in 
Eng. for children 
 Usual 9.15 Mass 

Mon –Friday 12-16 March 07.30 p.m. MISSION by 
Dominican Fathers 

23,24 March 6 p.m. – 6.45 
& 7.30 -8.30 pm 

Friday, 
Saturday & 
Sunday  25th March 10.30-11.30 am 

& 7.30-8.30 pm 

RENEWAL – 
preacher, Mr. 
Anil Aranha 

Palm Sunday 01st  April, 
2007 

 
8.00 a.m. 

Blessing of palms, 
procession & Mass 

Monday, Tues-
day, & Wed 

April 02, 03, 
04,  ‘07  

at 5. p.m.  
to 8.30 p.m 

CONFESSIONS 

Maundy 
Thursday 

Apil 05, 2007 05.00 p.m. 
07.30 p.m. 
10.30 p.m. 

Mass for the sick; 
Last Supper Mass 
Holy Hour 

 
 
 
Good Friday 
 
 
Day of fast & 
abstinence 

 
 
 
 
April  06, 
2007 

 
07.00 a.m. 
08.00 a.m. 
 
09.00 a.m.  
10.00 a.m. 
11.00 a.m. 
12.00 noon 
06.00 p.m. 

Way of the Cross: 
in Marathi 
In Konkani 
In English: 
     for youth 
     for adults 
     for children 
 In Malayalam 
Liturgical    
Service 
followed by Passo 

Holy Saturday April 07, 
2007 

07.00 a.m. 
 
08.15 p.m. 

Devotion to Our 
Lady of Sorrows 
EASTER VIGIL 

Easter Sunday April 08, 
2007 

6.00, 7.00, 
8.00,9.15 a.m. 
EVENING  

Masses: Morning 
 
NO MASSES 

 
FIRST HOLY COMMUNION – 4/2/07 
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Modern US Nun is ex-soldier, lawyer!  
 

One was a 
successful corporate 
lawyer, another a 
Mercedes-driving 
businesswoman and 
a third a navy 
officer who steered 
battleships and hunted down cocaine smugglers in 
South America.  

They are among a growing number of 
women in their 20s and 30s across the United States 
who have shed high-powered jobs, career ambitions 
and boyfriends for a nun's veil and a life devoted to 
the church.  

Though the trend is by no means spreading 
like wildfire, several Roman Catholic  Communities 
throughout the country say they have noticed a 
surprising and welcome phenomenon in the last 
decade as younger women join their ranks.  

"The inquiries in recent years have been 
coming from younger and younger women, most of 
them in their early to mid-20s," Sister Agnes Mary, 
mother superior at the Sisters of Life community in 
New York, said.  

The Catholic community, which counted 
seven members when it was founded in 1991, has 
grown to 52 women who live in six convents 
scattered throughout the New York area. A seventh 
convent is planned within the next two years.  

"I think young women are searching for 
something and culture is not giving it to them so 
they are turning to God," said Sister Mary Karen, 
33, the superior at the Sisters of Life Formation 
House in the Bronx, where 18 women . are being 
groomed for a life of obedience, poverty and 
chastity.  

They include a Yale graduate, a former 
navy officer, a former medical student, an opera 
singer and a web designer.  

All have college degrees, are well-travelled 
and were more cosmopolitan than cloistered 
growing up.  

They have abandoned cell phones, ipods, 
daily Starbucks runs and, in some cases, fiances for 
dorm-Iike rooms, or "cells" as they are known, and 
a wardrobe of a simple veil and habit.  

"I was in the navy for a total of 10 years 
because I wanted to do something great with my 
life but I realised I could never be passionate about 
it," said Angela Karalekas, 28, who entered the 
convent in September and will receive her habit and 
new religious name in June.  

"I was raised Catholic but my decision has 
been hard on my father and three brothers."  

Once the women take their final vows, a 
process that takes about eight years from the time 
they enter the convent, they are required to give up 
all their worldly possessions and rely on donations 
for their needs.  

They rise at 5.00 am 5.30 or 6.00 on 
weekends and spend the major part of the morning 
in prayer or contemplative silence.  

Those who have taken their final vows 
work within the community, helping the homeless, 
pregnant women or anyone in need.  

"It was basically apply to medical school or 
apply to a convent and the convent won out," said 
Bridget Heisler, 24. "1 knew there was a love in my 
life and it was the Lord."  

The nuns relax every afternoon by going on 
bike rides, playing basketball or rollerblade hockey, 
all dressed in their habits. The sight inspires some 
passersby to whip out their cell phones to take 
pictures or shout: "Go Sister".  

According to the Centre for Applied 
Research in the Apostolate (Cara), there are 
currently 66,608 Catholic nuns in the United States 
of America compared to nearly 180,000 in 1965. 
Worldwide, there are an estimated 776,260 nuns, 
compared with around one million in 1970. (AFP)  -
-excerpts from The Asian Age, 6 February, 2007.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION DAY 
At Our Lady of Velankani Church, Kopri. 

 The following candidates will receive 1st  
Holy Communion at the sacred hands of Rev. Fr. 
Victor Dalmet.on Sunday, 11th February, 2007 at 
10.30 a.m. 

Elita Taral , Juliana Libana , Seemon Shettyar, 
Irene D’souza , Leo Fernandes  Christina 
Fernandez , Shwete Kamble . 

Catechists: Mr. Marcus Alvares, Rev. Sr. July and 
Rev. Sr. Joan. 
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VIGIL. SERVICE IN SCCs or at FAMILY PRAYER 

SERVICE  ON THE EVE OF: BIBLE SUNDAY 
The central focus of all our community gatherings is 
evidently the word of God. On the eve of Bible Sunday 
which will be celebrated at the Sunday Liturgy in the 
Church, we are invited to acknowledge before the Lord 
his graciousness to us for making it possible for our 
SCCs to gather around his word, symbolized by the Holy 
Bible.  
 
For this gathering, it is essential that all participants are 
invited to bring their "personal Bibles" (i.e. the Bible 
which the individual uses for himself for his personal 
prayer), Animators will have to enquire whether all SCC 
members have their personal Bibles; arrangements to 
procure them will have to be made, as well as motivation 
of members to make regular use of their "Personal 
Bibles". The success of this Vigil Service will depend on 
this preparatory animation work. Participants will use 
these personal Bibles for the prayer service that follows. 

With a view to helping them discover the treasures of the 
Bible, an attempt has been made to conduct the entire 
service with the help of the pages of the Bible itself. 
Introductory Rites  
Leader. Welcome to all of you who have gathered here 
for this Vigil Service on the eve of Bible Sunday which 
we celebrate in this Archdiocese on Sunday ... (mention 
date) at the Parish Mass. I hope all of you have brought 
your "Personal Bibles" and are determined to make 
greater and greater use of it in your personal lives. At 
this Vigil Service we shall ask for God's blessings on our 
sacrificial commitment 
Leader :  God, come to our aid.  
All   Lord, make haste to help us.  
 
Leader : (making sign of cross on himself, while others 
do the same) Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to 
the Holy Spirit.  
All:  As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, 
world without end. Amen.  
  
Leader: Our entrance hymn will be Psalm 8, which we 
shall all read together (or chant) from the pages of our 
Personal Bibles.  
Readings  
• A volunteer reads Nehemiah 8: 1-12  
• A spontaneous sharing follows, comparing the 
love of the people of Israel for the book of the Law with 
our love or lack of it for the Bible. How could this be 
developed by each one personally with the help of the 
"Personal Bible"? Are we ready to get our Personal 
Bibles "soiled" with daily use of it?  
• Response: Psalm 1 (Chorus reading by all from 
the Bible) 
Ritual Prayer  
 
• The Leader now lights a candle/lamp and 
invites the Participants to present to God their Personal 
Bibles for a special blessing.  
• First everyone joins for prayer using the words 
of the Blessed Virgin Mary, Christ's foremost and 
faithful disciple; all recite the Magnificat from Luke 1 
:46-55.  
• Each one then brings his Personal Bible to the 
main table, keeps the candle/lamp over it, and makes 
(silently) a personal commitment to use the Bible 
frequently.  
• Intercessions are based on Psalm 86 All say the 
Response together Ps 86:1  
 
The Leader then leads the verses of the Psalm as 
intercessory prayers, by taking two verses at a time; after 
every couplet of verses all read the response together.  
• All recite the Lord's Prayer together  
• Final hymn: The more we hear of the word of 
God    
Concluding moments  
• Simple refreshments  
• Announce details of the Bible Sunday 
celebration and urge participation 
 
 
 

February 02,2007  
To:  
The Parish Priests and Priests-in-charge,  
Dear Fathers,  

February 18, 2007, is Bible Sunday in our 
Archdiocese. The Word of God is central to our 
spirituality. The Holy Father, after consultation, has 
decided that a World Synod of Bishops will be held 
in October 2008 on "The Word of God". I expect that 
we will have many programmes in preparation for 
that Synod. We could even think of dedicating a 
whole year for the Word of God in our Archdiocese.  

As followers of Jesus, our lives must be 
based on the Word of God (Lk 6: 46-49). It is the 
Word that lights up our lives (In 8: 12). Without the 
help of that Word, we walk in the darkness.  

Our Parish Bible Cells are working hard to 
get our people to appreciate, understand and love the 
Word of God. I urge all parishioners, SCCs, lay 
associations, families and individuals to use this 
occasion to deepen the centrality of God's Word in 
their lives.  

At a recent meeting of Parish Bible Cells, 
three useful handouts were made available in 
connection with the approaching Bible Sunday:  
1. A programme of plans and possibilities for 
celebrating this day.  
2. A vigil service to be held in SCCs on the eve of 
Bible Sunday.  
3. A liturgy for Bible Sunday  

Thanking you for all your assistance and 
with kind regards and best wishes, youts sincerely in 
the Word,  
 
+Oswald Gracias, Archbishop of Bombay  
 


