
1 

2nd Sunday of Easter –15 April, 2007.- CONFIRMATION SUNDAY. 1

 LOCUSTS &   
      HONE Y 

ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST CHURCH, THANE. 
For Private Circulation   Parish Weekly       Vol. 3, No. 16         15 April, 2007   
 
      
      
 
 
 
     
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
      
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Parish Team: 
Fr. John Rumao. 
Fr. John Lopes 
Fr. Gerry Fernandes 
Fr.Victor Dalmet. 
Srs Amala & Joan – Pastoral Work 
Vice-President PPC: 
Mr. Francis Fernandes 
Parish SCC Coordinator: 
Mrs. Margaret Mascarenhas. 
APC Representative: 
 Mr. Anthony Alphonso 
PPC Secretary: 
Mr. Eustace D’Cunha 
CWF Secretary: Jessie Sequeira 
Sunday School In-charge: Sr. Ancy 
RCIA & School Catechism: 
In-charge: Ms. Ida D’Silva 
 Mass Schedule: 
Sunday: 6,7,8,9.15 a.m. & 5.30, 6.30 p.m. 
 10.30 a.m. at Kopri Chapel. 
Weekday: 6 & 6.45 a.m.,7.00 pm. 
In Holy Cross Convent::6.30 am.  
Mass in Marathi:  3rd Sunday at 7. a..m 
Mass in Konkani: 4th Sunday at 7. a.m. 
Tamil Mass: 2nd Sunday at 11.00 am  
Confessions:  Saturday: 6 to 7 p.m. 
Baptisms: Sunday: 10.15 am 
Marriages: Weekday at 5.15 p.m. 
      Sunday: 5.30 p.m. & 6.30 pm 
Funerals: Any day: 10 to 11.45 a.m 
   4 p.m.to 5.00 p.m. 
Sacrament of the sick: on request. 
House Blessing: With prior arrangement. 
Novenas: St. Anthony’s: Tuesday 7.30pm 
Perpetual Succour Novena:  
   After 7 p.m. Mass on Wednesday. 
Charismatic Prayer Service [Eng.] 
 On Tuesdays at 7.30 p.m. 
Divine Mercy Devotion:  On Fridays at 
6.00 p.m. except  on 1st Friday 
Night Adoration:  
       at 10.00 p.m.on last Saturday   
Office Timings: 9.00 a.m. to 12.30  
              5.00 p.m. to 07.00 
Sunday: 9.00 a.m. to 11.00 a.m. 
Parish Tel. No. 2534 8671; 2543 5411 
Website: www.stjohnthebaptistthane.com  
 

      THE MOST UNDERMINED 
SACRAMENT 
In our spiritual journey as  Christians,     
sacraments are stages of growth and 
intimacy   with God. They are but the 
actions of God that incorporate us in the 
life of His Son.  

 Baptism initiates us into the life of Jesus; we die with Him in 
Baptism  and we rise with Him in His resurrection. Confirmation fills us 
with the life of the Spirit of Jesus, the Holy Spirit in its fullness to boldly 
confess that Jesus Christ is Lord and Master; Holy Communion is the 
manna that nourishes us on the journey through the arid regions of 
spiritual dryness; Confession is the hand of God that brings us back on 
the right track; the Sacrament of Healing is a healing touch of Jesus to 
recuperate our failing energy; Marriage is  God’s constant help in life 
companionship; and Ordination is anointing of the leaders who like 
Moses and Aaron struggle to lead us to the promised land of milk and 
honey. 

Among these sacraments, Baptism, Holy Communion and 
Marriage are most popular and receive our maximum attention. They are 
celebrated in a grand manner and dates are fixed according to the 
availability of reception halls and the kind. But the Sacrament of 
Confirmation seems to be the most neglected Sacrament both from the 
point of the candidates as well as their parents and friends. This is a 
point to ponder, as the Sacrament of Confirmation is no less in its 
efficacy nor it is of no relevance, as it forms part of the economy of 
salvation. God does not create useless things nor does He impose 
meaningless rituals in our worship and prayer. 

The Sacrament of Confirmation concerns with the action of the 
Holy Spirit. The sad fact of our Christian life is the Holy Spirit is 
somewhat relegated to the backstage in our prayer and worship. In fact 
we cannot forget that Jesus began His ministry after the anointing of the 
Holy Spirit on the banks of the River Jordan, where He received the 
baptism at the hands of St. John the Baptist. He promised the Holy Spirit 
at the last supper. He gave the Holy Spirit to the apostles after His 
resurrection and told them to remain in Jerusalem till the feast of 
Pentecost to receive the Holy Spirit in its fulness and then commence 
their ministry. It is the action of the Holy Spirit that sustains the Church 
and animates the Church with the life of the Blessed Trinity. The 
Sacrament of Confirmation is the initiation of an adult mature person 
into the life of the Church. Like Jesus and the apostles, every individual 
who receives the gifts of the Spirit in the Sacrament is to openly prophesy 
and bear witness to the Kingdom of God in the life of the world 
community. It is a dynamic sacrament that mobilizes all our hidden 
talents and powers to go and preach to all the nations what the Lord  has 
taught us, inviting them to experience the resurrection of Jesus in the life 
of love and service 
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This week’s announcements 

April 15,  2007. 
1. This Sunday, the feast of Our Lady of Hope, 

Ghormal isl being  celebrated. Masses are at 
8.15 a.m. and 9.30 a.m. in English and the 
Feast Mass will be in Marathi at 10.45 a.m. 
Rt. Rev. Bishop Agnelo Gracias will be the 
main celebrant. There will be buses running 
up and down for all the Masses one hour 
before each Mass from Thane Church. 

2. This Sunday the Feast of the Divine Mercy will 
be celebrated on with the feast Mass at 3.30 
p.m. 

3. Today the sacrament of CONFIRMATION will 
be administered to our youth by Rt. Rev. 
Bishop Percival Fernandes at 6.30 p.m. Mass. 

4. Holy Thursday collection amounted to 
Rs.35,594.00 

5. Good Friday Service collection amounted to 
Rs.53,986.00 

6. Good Friday Passo collection amounted to 
Rs.9,665.00 

7. Easter Vigil & Easter Sunday collection 
amounted to Rs.70,947.00 

8. The collections from Perpetual Succour box   
amounted to Rs1020.00 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
CLOSING OF THE LITURGICAL 
COURSE on 25th March, 2007. 
Celebrating God's Saving Works  
 
'What marvels, what marvels, the Lord has done wonders 
for us.' All the participants of the Basic Course in 
Liturgy, 
echoed the 
sentiments 
of the 
psalmist as 
they 
assembled a 
month after 
their 
examinatio
n, to 
receive their Certificate in Basic Liturgy, at the hands of 
His Lordship, Bishop Ferdinand Fonseca.  
 
When most of them started off on their Diploma Course, 
they wondered how they'd go through a whole year. Yet 
all of them enjoyed every minute of it and as Roshni 
D'Souza (of St John the Baptist's Thane) put it in her 
testimony, 'missing even a day was out of the question.' 
Fr John Rumao, welcomed the gathering and 
acknowledged that it's been a dream to have Courses like 
this, now on the Central Line. Most programs are held 
along the Western suburbs and the long hours spent 
traveling make it 
impossible for our people 
to attend. He spoke warmly 
of Fr Gerry's initiative and 
continued involvement as 
Co-ordinator that enabled 
the dream to translate into 
reality. Different individuals shared their testimonies. 
Reena John (of St Anthony's, Kalwa) charmed the 
audience, when she spoke of her growth during the 
course, with the child in her womb on the one hand and 
the expansion of her mind on the other. Fabian Sequeira 
(of St Joseph's Vikhroli) and Gracy Abreo (of St Francis 
Xavier's Parksite) all acknowledged the role of the 
different Resource persons and the hospitality of St 
Johns. The Thane Group enthralled the audience with a 
song, composed by Ida D'Silva, that so beautifully 
summed up what the group had learnt. Their solos and 
chorus were well-timed and they got the audience not 
just tapping their feet but singing along. The Vikhroli 

SUMMER CLUB 
The Youth of St. John’s Church are organizing a 
Summer Club for your children and we wish to make 
their holidays  memorable. We would appreciate it if 
you let your child join THE CLUB.  
Club Duration: May 1st-June 3rd.  
Timings: 9. 300m -12. 30 p.m. &  4. 30 p.m. -7.30 
.p.m.  
Venue: St . John the Baptist  Pavilion.  
To enroll and for further details contact: 9820843089, 
983-3233959, 9920212986 

This Week’s Liturgical Readings. 
16/Mon   Ac4:23-31; Ps 2:1-3,4-6,7-9;In3:1-8 
17/Tue     Ac4:32-37, Ps 92:1a-c,ld-2.5; In3:7b-15 
18/Wed   Ac5:17-26;Ps 33:2-3,4-5,6-7,8-9;In3:16-21 
19/Thu     Ac5:27-33;Ps 33:2&9,17-18,19-20;In3:31-36 
20/Fri       Ac5:34-42;Ps 26:1,4,13-14;Jn6:1-15 
21/Sat      Ac6:1-7;Ps 32:1-2,4-5,18-19;In 6:16-21 
22/Sun    Ac5:27-41;Rev5:11-14;Jn21:1-19. 
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Greep led by Mike Dias and Jovita Fernandes presented 
'The Paschal Mystery,' simultaneously lifting a simple 
power point program to drama at its best, while moving 
the audience to a higher spiritual realm.  
 
Fr Savio Rodrigues, Secretary of the Archdiocesan 
Liturgy Committee (ALC) reviewed the exam 

performance and Bishop Ferdie 
analysed with passion and a dash of 
humour the Who, When How and 
Where of Liturgy and the ground as 
yet to be covered. Then came the all 
important moment when the 
Certificates were distributed and 
smiles flashed among the Thane 
Group as all the ten who did the 
course passed. Ida D'Silva, Cynthia 
Sequeira, Rebecca D'Silva, Roshni 

D'Souza and Ruby D'Souza were among those who 
passed with Honour. Cajetan Fernandes on behalf of the 
ALC proposed the Vote of Thanks. It being the eve of 
the Annunciation, the evening concluded with the 
Magnificat, thus placing our Liturgists in the hands of 
Mary our mother and role model.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THESE YOUTHS WILL RECEIVE THE HOLY 
SPIRIT AT THE HANDS OF BISHOP 
PERCIVAL  
ON 15TH APRIL, 2007. 
These teen-agers have been given instructions and 
specially prepared for the Sacrament of Confirmation 
by the following staff: Rev. Fr. Gerry Fernandes, Bro. 
Davan, Sr. Jessie, Dunston Rebello, Bonny D’Souza, 
Stanny Martis, Horace Soeiro and Lena Carvalho. The 
Locusts & Honey thanks all of them for their service. .  
 

1. Savio Sequeira  
2. Rudolf D’souza 
3. Sagaya Arbans 

D’Cruz 
4. Roy Stephen D’sa 
5. Rohan Macdonald  
6. Jovin Miranda  
7. Vivina Fernandes  
8. Natasha Fernandes  
9. Leon Lewis 
10. Sharon D’souza 
11. Yohanna Chakalakal 
12. Xhrysann Alvares 
13. Alvina D’souza 
14. Cresida D’souza 
15. Rosita Jadhav 
16. Tyson Pacheco 
17. Rowena D’souza 
18. Ashton Mendes 
19. Marjorie Cross 
20. Rohan Noronha 
21. Carnelle Serpes 
22. Nilus Rodricks 
23. Corina Dey 
24. Jennifer D’souza 
25. Sonja D’silva 
26. Edwin Fernandes 
27. Shawn D’sa 
28. Krystle Pereira 
29. Margaret Pinto 
30. Gabriela Serpes 
31. Natasha  Lobo 
32. Sharon More 
33. Aloysius Rodrigues 
34. Loreen D’souza 
35. Sanita Saldanha 
36. Seby Fernandes  
37. Tanya Gonsalves 
38. Rilesh Rodrigues 
39. Lavina Lobo 
40. Priyanka Pereira 
41. Charlotte Saldanha 
42. Alanna Crasto 

       43         Aurita D’souza 
 
 

43. Anita Thomas 
44. Steffi Lewis 
45. Winchell D’souza 
46. Sharlene Fernandes  
47. Allwyn Mendonca 
48. Lloyd Serrao 
49. Shawna Rebello 
50. Lakstein Fernandes  
51. Noel Barretto 
52. Ramola Alphonso 
53. Robert Fernandes  
54. Albert Fernandes  
55. Rahul D’souza 
56. Jacint6a Rodrigues 
57. Maurice Izak 
58. Cajitan Fernandes 
59. Dallal Fernandes  
60. Rigil Colaco 
61. Veronica Kedari  
62. Kenneth 

Mascarenhas 
63. Depika Pinto 
64. Gaurav Makasare 
65. Robin Jadhav 
66. Richard Fernandes  
67. Christina D’sa  
68. Royce Calvin 
69. Aaron Hayward 
70. Jackson D’souza 
71. Glancy Lazer  
72. Joseph D’souza 
73. Rita Francis 
74. Anthony Xavier 
75. Jude Almeida 
76. Gaurav 
77. Lindon Almeida  
78. Biju 
79. Mario D’Sa 

Teachers 
1. Sr Jessie James  
2. Ms Lena Collasco 
3. Mr. Horace Soeiro 
4. Mr. Bonny D’souza  
5. Mr. Marcus Alvares  
       
             Fr.Gerry Fernandes  
                Spiritual Director  
 

St. John the Baptist Church, Thane. 
OUTREACH PROGRAMME 

By Bro. Trevor lewis of Jeevan jal 
Ministry (Catholic Prayer Group) 

From  19th to 22nd April, 2007. 
At 7.00 p.m. Mass followed by 

Outreach Programme. 
Venue: School Quadrangle 
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YOU ARE BLESSED 
 
Who the most fortunate in this here World of ours? 
Not the one with fortune, fame or ferraries, 
But he who is blessed with Family, parents and siblings 
Where troubles twin –shouldered and bounty shared 
Such a one is loved and cared!!! 
 
How then should one thus blessed behave?? 
Live with Family like a recluse in a cave? 
Nay, accept whats given with open arms, 
On lips, mind and heart, everlasting thanksgiving 
LOVE ,with family intermingling. 
 
Happy the family where everything shared  
Thoughts and Feelings, Books and Bread 
Understanding and outreach for any suffering 
Anger and grudges should have no dwelling 
But Forgiveness for anyone erring!! 
 
When Day’s duties are over and done with 
And HOME beckons all its cushy comforts 
What pleasure then for all of the Family 
To sit around, relating and recounting happening 
And in unison offer Thanksgivings. 
 
Bow your head in benediction 
Indeed: 
YOU are most fortunate:  
WITH FAMILY, YOU ARE BLESSED!!!! 
 
MRS ENID ABREO  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MASS-TIMINGS IN THE MONTH OF 
MAY 2006  from 1st May to 31st May 2006 
On Sundays: at 6.00, 7.00, 8.00 & 9.15 in the 
morning and At 5.30  in the evening. 
There will be no 6.30 p.m. Mass and no 10.30 
a.m. Mass in Kopri Chapel. 
On Weekdays: Masses at 6.00, 6.45 a.m.  
    and at 7.00 p.m. 
No 6.30 a.m. Mass in the Holy Cross Convent. 
 

HOLY WEEK 2007 PICTURES 
Maundy Thursday 

 

          
GOOD FRIDAY SERVICE 

     
 

     
 

        
 

EASTER VIGIL 
      
    
      

Society of St.Vincent De Paul  
Received with thanks the following items from the love 
offering of Maundy Thursday 
 
1. Rice   46Kgs  
2. Sugar  70Kgs  
3. Dal   33Kgs  
4. Biscuits   30 packets big & small 
5. Soap   17pcs  ( Washing & bathing) 
6. Coconut Oil  1 Bottle of 100m.l. 
7. Wheat   7Kgs  
8. Cash   Rs 2250.00  

President 
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St. John the Baptist Church, Thane. 
OUTREACH PROGRAMME 

By Bro. Trevor lewis of Jeevan jal 
Ministry (Catholic Prayer Group) 

From  19th to 22nd April, 2007. 
At 7.00 p.m. Mass followed by 

Outreach Programme. 
Venue: School Quadrangle 

My Experience with the Confirmants 
 

This year the confirmation classes began with 60 
confirmant on roll and 11animators gradually  more 
enrolled and now we have 80 Confirments and 6 
animator .( The others being youth were on new jobs 
or had some other engagement with Fr.Gerry as the 
Spiritual Director. 
They are an enthusiastic lot and on an average 75% to 
80% use to attend every Sunday. The classes were 
held in the A.V. room of the School building.(Thanks 
to Fr.John Lopes the School Principal) for we were 
able to use the Power Point presentation making the 
deliverance  lively and more meaningful. 
Beside they  were exposed to a number  of activities  
A visit to the Adivasis of Khopoli where our Holy 
Cross Sister have a social service centre ,Braving all 
odds of uneven road and puddles all over our students 
happily mingled with these less fortunate ones and 
distributed fruits, clothes etc. The people were in dire 
need of a female goat. Our confirmant emptied their 
pockets. so spontaneously to coffe up Rs 1100/-to buy 
the goat.They were also taken to the home for the age 
and destitute at Airoli .Here they did a Yeomen 
service of collecting food ,clothes eatable from the 
neighbour hood and carted it to Airoli ,spent a full day 
entertaining the people who were looking forward to 
Such visit . 
Inspite of the busy schedule of college work .study, 
they even found the time visit their zone and help in 
community service. 
Its a pleasure to see some of them join the choir and 
Usher at Mass and even help out in the youth group. 
May their enthusiasm grow from day to days. 
God bless our young adult. 

Lena Collasco
Animator

           

A  LIVE - IN - VOCATION CAMP for the 
boys of class 8th to 12th, ( free)  
Dates:- 26th April 4pm. to. 28th• April I a am. 
(2007)  
Venue:- Holy Cross Church, Juhu Tara, Santa 
Cruz (w) (Pilar Fathers)  
MISSION EXCURSION For the boys of class 
I ath and 12th..  
Date :- 23rd April to 24th. April 2007.  
Venue :- Dadra Nagar Haveli Missions of Pilar 
Fathers.  
Fr. Salvador Rodrigues sfx. ( Vocation 
Promoter) Mob. 9819277821  
 

TOP –Teenagers Orientation Programme 
 

A day after the SSC exams were done, we the 
SSC student had attend a session arranged for us in the 
St.John’s school hall. We were all excited and 
enthusiastic about the whole idea of meeting new people 
and making new friends. We were given invitations and 
we were happy to know that youth of our age from 
various parishes would be attending .The parishes that 
participated include Our Lady of Mercy Pokhran;Our 
Lady of Fatima,Majiwada ;St.Anthony’s Kalwa and 
St.John the Baptist ,Thane . 

The session, TOP –Teenagers Orientation 
Programme was given by Mr. Adrian and he was helped 
by some of the youth members of St.John’s parish. 
Mr.Adrian had us all interested the moment he started 
speaking. We commenced at 9.30 on the 31st of March 
2007.Mr.Adrian gave us a nice introduction and went on 
to play some really nice games and learn a lot more. 
These games tested our thinking power and creativity. 
The session along with the games tested our thinking 
power and creativity .The session along with the games 
helped us realize the importance of team spirit to 
achieve anything in life. 

The games comprised of Chart- making about a 
slogan which we had to choose about life; Pattern 
making which displayed our creative skills and other 
games like zip-zap-zoom, birds and cages, do u love me, 
fruit salad and others which tested our concentration. 
Between sessions Mr. Adrian gave us little talks about 
our future and why we should participate and join the 
youth activities in the parish. He and other youth 
members got us into the spirit of every event that was 
held. 

This enjoyable session ended at 4.30 p.m. 
leaving a lasting and fun-filled experience on our minds. 
We thank the Parish Priest and organizers for this 
opportunity. 
Edel Ann Abreo  
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Mother Teresa and I 
[A testimony of an actress] 

--by Lata Kushbuchandani 
Her film career and personal life have been the 

focus of gossip magazines for several decades. What 
readers may not know is that our very own vamp 
Shasikala spent nine years of her life serving with 
Mother Teresa, a privilege many would give their eye-
teeth for  
[Shashikala’s name has been announced for the 
Padmashri this year. Here is her life with the mother in 
her own words.”] 

 I was passing through a period of extreme 
frustration in my life when 
I went to visit my daughter 
Shaila in Kolkata.I saw 
Mother Teresa at the 
airport and felt a strange 
force pulling me to her. 
Once in Kolkata.I I tried to 
get an appointment. But 

Mother was ill at the time. I met Sister Agnes, her right 
hand. They thought that I am an actress and I was doing 
this for publicity. I told Agnes everything: my personal 
and professional troubles and felt sorry I couldn’t meet 
Mother. The sister Superior told me that to serve here 
was not easy. I responded that I would do whatever they 
asked me to. 

For three days they put me to cleaning toilets –
and you can imagine toilets used by insane and sick 
people. Then they made me clean the dormitories. I did 
that too. Then they asked me to do dressing of leprosy 
patient and I did that. Then one day a very sick patient 
was brought in and they asked me to help with him. He 
was undressed and I saw maggots crawling out of his 
wounds. It was an unbelievable sight .I suddenly 
understood that I had little to complain about. I had 
health, I had money, I was not dependant anyone. I was 
sent to dress a patient who had huge wounds and just 
looking at him was difficult. But I felt a current pass 
through me as if someone was giving me strength to do 
this work and I continued serving at the Home.  

One day I told my daughter, let’s try and see if 
Mother will meet me. We saw Mother talking to some 
foreigners and waited. After the visitors left, Mother 
called us and soon as I looked at her I broke down and 
cried my heart out. I told her,” Mother, god has given me 
everything but I have no peace within me.” 

She told me to come the next day. After that I 
served there for nine years, looking after the diseased 
and the wounded, feeding them, caring for them, holding 
them when they were dying. Mother sent me to different 
places –near Dum Dum to a kid’ ashram, then to Nirmal 
Hriday where they had a home for destitute people.I 
served there .all this took my mind off my own situation. 
I told mother “I have forgotten my past”. Mother replied,  
“past is like ash. Why hold on to it?” When I watched 
Mother, I learnt what service was she’d wear a sari that 
was torn and darned; her food consisted of one banana, a 

biscuit and cup of tea. It cost a rupee only. Even when 
she was ill she only ate that. Even if she was raging with 
fever she continued working. She’d give a discourse on 
Christ and we’d all listen.  

She sent me to Asansol where only leprosy 
patients are kept. The work there was to sit on a stool, 
count the tablets given to leprosy patients and put them 
in small boxes. This drives you up the wall because you 
are bent over the table counting these tiny tablets. The 
patients live as normal a life as possible; they marry, they 
have kids if the kids have leprosy they are treated.I saw 
so much peace and contentment in theses people. So 
often they had to get a finger or toe amputated-they‘d go 
very normally and get it done like it was no big deal, 
there was so much acceptance in them.  

I found myself changing .I had found a kind of 
peace within myself. I returned to the film industry. 
Mother cautioned me not to repeat my past mistakes. I 
had gone to Calcutta in 1989 and spent nine years in 
mother Teresa’s ashram. My eldest daughter was 
suffering from cancer. One morning I felt heavy and 
suffocated. Suddenly a cross appeared on my left hand 
and the heaviness disappeared .Then the statue of Jesus 
appeared on my right hand. I called mother and told her 
this and she  explained that Jesus is saying you will have 
to bear your own cross.  

Again I saw Mother, Jesus and a child. This 
gave me hope that my daughter would recover but she 
passed away. I made her say the gayatri mantra, I told 
her to forgive all those who had harmed her and ask 
forgiveness from others. She did all this and passed away 
peacefully. I called mother and told her. She said that we 
will pray for your daughter’s souls and then she said 
‘God bless you’in my ear thrice-something she never did.  

The strength from her words sustains me till 
today. Marathi playwright Mohan Wagh wanted Mother 
to inaugurate his play. She obliged and his play All the 
Best became superhit. Once Saira Banu and Dilipsaab 
asked to meet mother-They came along with Naseem 
Banu; Mother was very happy. She loved seeing happy 
couples and blessed them. They asked about Sanjay Dutt 
and she said she’d pray for him. Filmaker Sawan Kumat 
Tak wanted to meet Mother and donated Rs 50 lakh to 
her ashram. Later he told me that he hadn’t received a 
receipt that he wanted for tax purposes. I told mother and 
she personally wrote a note thanking him and sent the 
receipt. 

 My grand daughter Sonia wanted to meet 
Mother. Mother looked divinely radiant that day and her 
face was shining incredibly as she blessed us. Next day 
she passed away. 

The Sisters told me that we were the last people 
she blessed, and that the letter to Sawan Kumar was the 
last letter mother wrote to anyone, so could they have it 
back if he didn’t mind?     

--extract from Mid Day. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Smile, Giggle, Laugh!  
. It's never too late 
A YOUNG woman called a card shop, "Do you remember 
those wedding cards I ordered last week? Well, I was 
wondering if it is too late to make a few changes in them." 
 "Give me the new information, lady, 
and I shall check," said the shopkeeper. 
 "OK. It's a different date, a different 
church and a different man." 
 



7 

2nd Sunday of Easter –15 April, 2007.- CONFIRMATION SUNDAY. 7

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Parish youth group Easter Activity 
 

Everybody Smiles as Children Play with Eggs!! 
 

Around 100 children [age group 02-15yrs]
gleefully participated in the ‘Easter Egg Hunt’ 
organized by the Youth Group of St.John the 
Baptist parish on Easter Sunday in the school 
premises. 
500 Easter eggs were hidden within the school 
premises and the rule was ‘Finders’ Keepers’. The 
organizers hoped that each child would be able to 
locate at least five Easter eggs. 
 
As instructions were being given at the start of the 
event, the participating children could hardly 
contain themselves and zoomed off in search of the 
eggs and there were screams of joy when they 
found one, which was practically one per second!!. 
 
The atmosphere of merriment was infectious and 
the good –hearted competition was filled with 
screams of excitement and joy pervaded the 
premises where silence took the last seat. The 
cacophony was wonderful as children dashed off in 
different directions, many lugging their parents too 
(children upto 2years could have their parents 
accompany them). 
 
The highlights of the competition was locating 
5’Master Blaster Eggs’ which literally turned into 
child’s play with eager-beaver kids zeroing on to 
them in no time at all. 
 
While the kids were happy with their treasures, the 
organizers-the Youth Group-treasured the occasion 
because their objective had been achieved. They 
learnt first –hand that greater joy is achieved when 
one gives joy to others-especially children because 
it is said you get glimpse of heaven when a child 
smiles!! 
 
The Youth Group has placed on record their 
gratitude to Fr.John Rumao for giving them an 
opportunity to conduct this activity. Last, but not 
the least the Youth Group have saluted the parents 
for making the event a success by whole-heartedly 
encouraging their children to participate.  
Natasha Lobo  
St.John’s Youth Group. 
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