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Parish Team: 
Fr. John Rumao. 
Fr. John Lopes 
Fr. Gerry Fernandes 
Fr.Victor Dalmet. 
Srs Amala & Joan – Pastoral Work 
Vice-President PPC: 
Mr. Francis Fernandes 
Parish SCC Coordinator: 
Mrs. Margaret Mascarenhas. 
APC Representative: 
 Mr. Anthony Alphonso 
PPC Secretary: 
Mr. Eustace D’Cunha 
CWF Secretary: Jessie Sequeira 
Sunday School In-charge: Sr. Ancy 
RCIA & School Catechism: 
In-charge: Ms. Ida D’Silva 
 Mass Schedule: 
Sunday: 6,7,8,9.15 a.m. & 5.30, 6.30 p.m. 
 10.30 a.m. at Kopri Chapel. 
Weekday: 6 & 6.45 a.m.,7.00 pm. 
In Holy Cross Convent::6.30 am.  
Mass in Marathi:  3rd Sunday at 7. a..m 
Mass in Konkani: 4th Sunday at 7. a.m. 
Tamil Mass: 2nd Sunday at 11.00 am  
Confessions:  Saturday: 6 to 7 p.m. 
Baptisms: Sunday: 10.15 am 
Marriages: Weekday at 5.15 p.m. 
      Sunday: 5.30 p.m. & 6.30 pm 
Funerals: Any day: 10 to 11.45 a.m 
   4 p.m.to 5.00 p.m. 
Sacrament of the sick: on request. 
House Blessing: With prior arrangement. 
Novenas: St. Anthony’s: Tuesday 7.30pm 
Perpetual Succour Novena:  
   After 7 p.m. Mass on Wednesday. 
Charismatic Prayer Service [Eng.] 
 On Tuesdays at 7.30 p.m. 
Divine Mercy Devotion:  On Fridays at 
6.00 p.m. except  on 1st Friday 
Night Adoration:  
       at 12.00 midnight on last Saturday   
Office Timings: 9.00 a.m. to 12.30  
              5.00 p.m. to 07.00 
Sunday: 9.00 a.m. to 11.00 a.m. 
Parish Tel. No. 2534 8671; 2543 5411 
Website: www.stjohnthebaptistthane.com  
 

 
 

           
“Love your enemies; do good to those who hate you”. In 

his treatise on Psalm 54, St.Augustine says, “Never think that the 
wicked are in this world for nothing, or that God does no good 
with them. Every wicked man lives either to amend his life or to 
exercise the good men. But let us not hate them, though they 
continue to persecute us, for we do not know whether they will 
persevere to the end in their wickedness. And many times, when 
you imagine that you are hating your enemy, it is your brother you 
hate, without knowing it “ 
 

What might have happened to St Paul, had the Christians 
hated him instead of praying for him, and bearing patiently his 
persecution? What might have happened to St.Augustine, had his 
mother despaired of him, had not St.Ambrose shown his Christian 
patience? St.Augustine knew of what he spoke. Of St.Ambrose he 
says,” All unknowingly I was brought by God to Him, that 
knowing I should be brought by him to God. That man of God 
received me like a father, and as bishop welcomed my coming. 
From the very first I loved him not only as a teacher of the truth, 
which I had utter despaired of finding in Your Church, but also for 
his kindness towards me. I attended carefully what he preached to 
the people, not with the right intention, but only to judge whether 
his eloquence was equal to his fame” ( Confessions ,Book V) 
 

Augustine, a man once so unworthy, became a great saint 
.With Christian patience his mother, St Monica, prayed for his 
conversion.St.Ambrose added to hers the forgiving love of Christ. 

--Fr. Victor Dalmet 

A religion that gives nothing, costs nothing, and suffers nothing, 
is worth nothing.    --Martin Luther 
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This week’s announcements 
February 18, 2007. 

�  Sunday, February 18 will be celebrated as 
Bible Sunday. Families are encouraged to 
enthrone “Bible” in a prominent place in 
their houses. The  SCCs are advised to 
hold Bible Prayer sessions in their zones. 
The guidelines are given previous week’s 
Loctust & Honey issue. 

�  On Sunday, February 18 the CWF 
committee will meet at 10.30 a.m. 

�  Wednesday 21st February is Ash 
Wednesday. It is a day of FAST and 
ABSTINENCE. Those who are in the age 
group between 21 and 60 have to observe 
fast and abstinence and all those who are 
14 and above have to observe abstinence.  

�  Masses on Ash Wednesday will be at 6.00, 
6.45 & 7.30 a.m. and at 6.15, 7.00 and 
7.45 p.m. There will be no Mass in the 
Holy Cross Convent Chapel.  

�  During Lent the devotion of the Way of the 
Cross will be  in Marathi on Wednesdays 
at 6.15 p.m., in Konkani on Thursdays at 
7.30 p.m. and in English on Fridays at 7.30 
p.m.  For children the Way of the Cross 
will be on Sundays after 8.00 a.m. Mass.  

�  Saturday, 24th February Night Adoration at 
11.30 p.m. 

�  The collection at Masses on last Sunday, 
amounted to Rs.23,892.00  

�  The collections from Perpetual Succour box  
amounted to Rs.2,930.00. 

�  Collection from the statue of St. Gonsalo 
Garcia amounted to Rs. 200/-. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A mobile earphone plug found in the church.  
 

This Week’s Liturgical Readings. 
   
19IMon    Sir 1:1-10; Ps 92:1,2,5; Mk 9:14-29  

20fl'ue      Sir 2:1-13; Ps 36:3-4,18-19,27-28,39-40; Mk 9:30-37 
21/Wed    Ash Wed (Psalter week 4) Joel 2:12-18; Ps 50:3-6,  

22!Thu  12-13,14,17; 2 Cor 5:20-6:2; Mt 6:1-6,16-18  

23/Fri        Chair of St Peter fst 1 Pet 5:1-4; Ps 22:1-6; Mt 16:13-19 Is  

    58:1-9; Ps 50:3-6,18-19; Mt 9:14-15  

24/Sat         Is 58:9-14; Ps 85:1-6; Lk 5:27-32  
25/Sun   Dt 26:4-10;Rom 10:8-13;Lk 4:1-13.  
 

.PARISH COUNCIL ELECTION DATES: 
 

11th  & 18th February – Announcement of election 
25th Feb. to 4th March = Scrutiny of zonal voters list 
11th March – Last date for nomination 
18th March – Display of list of candidates 
25th March – last date for withdrawal of nomination 
1st April,  6.30 a.m. to 12.00 noon – Zonal election 
in the church. 
 

The following zones will elect one candidate 
each: Horta Margheri , S./ Anand Park and Louiswadi.  

The remaining will elect 2 candidates each:  
Brindavan ; Cherai North; Cherai South– Khopat; 
Kolbad; Kopri; K’Villa;;  Naupada I; Naupada II; 
Rabodi; Uthalsar  
 

PC ELECTION COMMITTEE: 
 Rev. Fr. Gerry Fernandes 
 Rev. Fr. Victor Dalmet 
 Mr. Anthony Alphonso 
 Mr. Eustace de Cunha 
 Mr. Roland Almeida 
N.B.  The above committee has been elected by 
the present P.C. at the December, ’06 meeting. 

The Feast of OUR LADY 
OF HOPE, Ghormal will be 
celebrated on Sunday, 29th 
April, 2007 

ASH WEDNESDAY 
A day of fast and abstinence. 

Those 14 above are to abstain from meet products 
Those 21 and above are to observe fast with one full 

meal and a bite at the breakfast & dinner while 
abstaining from all meet products. 

This is just a token fast as a sign of your 
determination to keep away from sin, sinful habits, 

drinks, smoke or any sinful 
And harmful waste. 

Lent is a journey with Jesus in the desert of wants 
& struggles of life, 

Lent is a time to measure up one’s self control 
over one’s weaknesses such as self-abuse, anger, 

ill-temper, loose tongue, greed and self-
centeredness. 

Lent is a time to mend relationships.  
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LENTEN SERVICES 2007. 
DAYS DATES TIME SERVICES 

Ash 
Wednesday 

fast & 
abstinence 

21st Feb 6.00, 6.45 & 
7.30 a.m. 
6.15 ,  7.00  & 
7.45 p.m 

Masses: Morning 
              
            : Evening 
No Mass in Convent 

Mondays In Lent 7.30 p.m. Screening of 
Biblical Films 

Wednesdays In Lent 06.15 p.m. Way of the Cross 
in Marathi 

Thursday In Lent  
07.30 p.m. 

Way of the Cross  
in Konkani 

Fridays In Lent  
07.30 p.m. 

Way of the Cross  
in English 

 
 
Sundays 

In Lent 08.00 a.m. 
 
 
 
09.30 a.m. 

Children’s Mass 
followed by Way 
of the Cross in 
Eng. for children 
 Usual 9.15 Mass 

Mon –Friday 12-16 March 07.30 p.m. MISSION by 
Dominican Fathers 

23,24 March 6 p.m. – 6.45 
& 7.30 -8.30 pm 

Friday, 
Saturday & 
Sunday  25th March 10.30-11.30 am 

& 7.30-8.30 pm 

RENEWAL – 
preacher, Mr. 
Anil Aranha 

Palm Sunday 01st  April, 
2007 

 
8.00 a.m. 

Blessing of palms, 
procession & Mass 

Monday, Tues-
day, & Wed 

April 02, 03, 
04,  ‘07  

at 5. p.m.  
to 8.30 p.m 

CONFESSIONS 

Maundy 
Thursday 

Apil 05, 2007 05.00 p.m. 
07.30 p.m. 
10.30 p.m. 

Mass for the sick; 
Last Supper Mass 
Holy Hour 

 
 
 
Good Friday 
 
 
Day of fast & 
abstinence 

 
 
 
 
April  06, 
2007 

 
07.00 a.m. 
08.00 a.m. 
 
09.00 a.m.  
10.00 a.m. 
11.00 a.m. 
12.00 noon 
06.00 p.m. 

Way of the Cross: 
in Marathi 
In Konkani 
In English: 
     for youth 
     for adults 
     for children 
 In Malayalam 
Liturgical    
Service 
followed by Passo 

Holy Saturday April 07, 
2007 

07.00 a.m. 
 
08.15 p.m. 

Devotion to Our 
Lady of Sorrows 
EASTER VIGIL 

Easter Sunday April 08, 
2007 

6.00, 7.00, 
8.00,9.15 a.m. 
EVENING  

Masses: Morning 
 
NO MASSES 

 
HOLY CROSS SCHOOL PARENTS’ DAY 
January 22, 2007 
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COMMON PRACTICE OF PENANCE IN THE 
ARCHDIOCESE OF BOMBAY 

"All Christ's faithful are obliged by divine law, each in his 
own way, to do penance. However, so that all may be joined 
together in a certain common practice of penance, days of 
penance are prescribed. On these days, the faithful are in a 
special manner to devote themselves to prayer, to engage in 
works of piety and charity and to deny themselves by 
fulfilling their obligations more faithfully and specially by 
observing fast and abstinence" (Can. 1249). 
The days of Common Practice of Penance are Ash 
Wednesday, Good Friday and every other Friday in the year. 
Ash Wednesday and Good Friday are days of fasting. 
The new Code of Canon Law has left it to the Episcopal 
Conference to determine, in place of abstinence, other forms 
of penance, specially works of charity and exercises of piety. 
In virtue of this, the CBCI at its meeting at Nagpur in 
February 1984, had decreed that the obligations of abstinence 
can be fulfilled by choosing certain other forms of prayer or 
penance or works of charity, besides the traditional one of 
abstinence from meat. 
In the Archdiocese of Bombay the faithful may observe the 
days of common practice of penance by choosing from 
anyone of the following . 
1. Making the Way of the Cross or a Visit to the Blessed 
Sacrament or a Meditation on the Lord's Passion.  
2. Prayerfully reading the Scriptures or Praying the Liturgy of 
the Hours.  
3. Preparing for the Liturgical Service (Ash Wednesday and 
Good Friday) by reflecting on the readings as a family. 
4. Giving 10 % of one's daily wage in charity on days of 
common practice of penance  
5. Donating Blood 
6. Offering voluntary service to a Social/Charitable 
Institution through the parish CCO/SCCs.  
7. Offering a meal to a poor family of another faith. 
8. Abstaining from meat preparations if meat is part of one's 
regular diet. (Meat soup is allowed; so too animal fats may be 
used by way of condiment). 
9. Missing anyone meal: breakfast, lunch or supper. 
10. Taking strictly vegetarian meals, without even fish and 
eggs. 
11. Abstaining from alcohol and/or smoking, for those who 
use these. 
12. Avoiding all beverages like tea or coffee, or sweet drinks, 
between meals. 
13. Avoiding films, television and other forms of recreation 
on the days of common penance. 
Lenten Alms: 

The Lenten Alms collected this year has been 
earmarked for St. Pius X College, Goregaon: Diocesan 
Seminary of Bombay. 
Easter Duties: 

Easter Duties would require that the Christian 
faithful who have been admitted to the Blessed Eucharist, 
receive Holy Communion at least once a year during the 
Paschal time, unless for a good reason the precept is fulfilled 
at another time during the year (Can.920). The faithful are 
reminded that those who have reached the age of discretion 
are bound to confess their grave sins at least once a year 
(Can.989). In the Archdiocese of Bombay, the Easter Duties 
can be fulfilled this year between Ash Wednesday, March 01, 
2006 and Pentecost Sunday, June 04, 2006 

. 
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It was an exclusive party. Among the many VIP's 
present, was an Ambassador whose eyesight was not 
too good. 
When dancing commenced, he saw someone with 
whom he wished to dance. Approaching the person he 
said: "Hello you beautiful lady in red, may I have the 
pleasure of this waltz?" "Certainly not," was the 
answer. "In the first place this is not a waltz, it is a 
tango. In the second place I am not a beautiful lady in 
red, I am the papal Nuncio." 

***  
A Sunday school teacher asked one of the six-year old 
students: 
'I'omy, where does God st3.y?" Pat came the reply: 'In 
the bathroom, Sir.” 
" What," shouted the shocked teacher, "who told you 
Ihat?"  “My father, Sir," came the innocent reply. ,  
Every morning he comes down with a towel round his 
neck, stands in front of the bathroom and shouts, 
 “My God! You are still inside." 

 The Locusts & Honey congratulates Miss 
Namita Iyer, for securing second prize in 4 Kms 
‘Mini Marathon’ Organized by M/s Mukund 
Ltd., Kalwa  under the age group of 10-14 years, on 
24th December 2006.. She represented Holy Cross 
Convent High School, Thane  

EXPENSES INCURRED DURING CHRISTMAS 
SEASON FOR THE YEAR 2006 
 
carol singing competetion   rs.   4000.00 
sound system / carol singing   rs.   4500.00 
sunday school teachers gifts  rs. 20000.00 
singing / dance competetion  rs. 20000.00 
in-cable (show theme video  
graphics)    rs.  8500.00 
sound system / xtc /x’mas function rs   7500.00 
cake for midnight mass  rs. 10500.00 
family cell     rs.   6750.00 
calendars for 1% contributors  rs. 19100.00 
senior citizen get- together  rs.   2771.00 
hitech sound  midnight mass   rs.   6000.00 
eucharistic ministers get - together rs    2500.00 
r.c.i.a get-together   rs.   2925.00 
church crib exp.   rs. 22510.00 
church decoration   RS.   3000.00 
     TOTAL             RS. 1,40,556.00 


