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The Gospel passage [St. Mark 9:30-37]  contrasts Jesus’ 
mission of service with his disciples desire for self promotion. 
While Jesus was preparing himself for his forthcoming suffering 
and death on the cross, his disciples were busy arguing who will be 
number one in the kingdom of God. To confront their unacceptable 
thinking Jesus asks: “What were you arguing about on the road?” 
Jesus knew their line of thought and to confront them with his 
values and teaching he places a child in front of them and 
challenges his disciples to accept the little one. When they can 
welcome that little child, they can welcome the real Jesus. Only 
when they have learnt the lesson of humility will they be able to 
accept the truth about Jesus.  

Jesus compares himself to the little child, the one who 
cannot resort to power tactics when threatened or maltreated. 
Jesus’ protection is with his Father. Jesus does not rely on self help 
or his own resources, he refuses to abandon his trust in the Father. 
That trust makes him vulnerable, like a little child, but unless the 
disciples can come to welcome that vulnerability they will never 
understand the way of Jesus. Jesus’ way of life is in sharp contrast 
to worldly values of self-reliance and independence. To be a person 
of faith is to rely on God. To be like Jesus we have to be on the side 
of the weak. “Anyone who welcomes one of these little children in 
my name welcomes me; and anyone who welcomes me welcomes 
not me but the one who sent me.” 
   “As for us, what do we discuss on the road of our lives? We 
too might be rather embarrassed if Jesus asked us the question. 
When we speak of what is close to our hearts, each of us reveals the 
depths of our being. Do we dream of authority and power? ‘You 
wish to be the first?’  says Jesus, ‘Well then, make yourselves the 
last!’ You wish to be great, then make yourselves little! You wish to 
be masters? Then make yourselves servants.’ Ask yourself in what 
way you can best serve others, how you can best assist those who 
have need of help. So it should be with all Christian men and 
women anxious to mould themselves into the way of Jesus –let them 
welcome, as messengers of Jesus, the weak and the little. There is 
no better way of joining Jesus as, in secret, he makes his way 
through Galilee with his disciples.” 
–Glenstal Bible Missal 

Parish Team: 
Fr. John Rumao. 
Fr. John Lopes 
Fr. Gerry Fernandes 
Fr.Victor Dalmet. 
Fr. Joy, assisting 
Srs Amala & Joan – Pastoral Work 
Vice-President PPC: 
Mr. Francis Fernandes 
Parish SCC Coordinator: 
Mrs. Margaret Mascarenhas. 
APC Representative: 
 Mr. Anthony Alphonso 
PPC Secretary: 
Mr. Eustace D’Cunha 
CWF Secretary: Jessie Sequeira 
Sunday School In-charge: Sr. Ancy 
RCIA & School Catechism: 
In-charge: Ms. Ida D’Silva 
 Mass Schedule: 
Sunday: 6,7,8,9.15 a.m. & 5.30, 6.30 p.m. 
 10.30 a.m. at Kopri Chapel. 
Weekday: 6 & 6.45 a.m.,7.00 pm. 
In Holy Cross Convent::6.30 am.  
Mass in Marathi:  3rd Sunday at 7. a..m 
Mass in Konkani: 4th Sunday at 7. a.m. 
Tamil Mass: 2nd Sunday at 11.00 am  
Confessions:  Saturday: 6 to 7 p.m. 
Baptisms: Sunday: 10.15 am 
Marriages: Weekday at 5.15 p.m. 
      Sunday: 5.30 p.m. & 6.30 pm 
Funerals: Any day: 10 to 11.45 a.m 
   4 p.m.to 5.00 p.m. 
Sacrament of the sick: on request. 
House Blessing: With prior arrangement. 
Novenas: St. Anthony’s: Tuesday 7.30pm 
Perpetual Succour Novena:  
   After 7 p.m. Mass on Wednesday. 
Charismatic Prayer Service [Eng.] 
 On Tuesdays at 7.30 p.m. 
Divine Mercy Devotion:  On Fridays at 
6.00 p.m. except  on 1st Friday 
Night Adoration:  
       at 8 p.m. on 2nd Saturday;  
       at 10.30 p.m. on last Saturday   
Office Timings: 9.00 a.m. to 12.30  
              5.00 p.m. to 07.00 
Sunday: 9.00 a.m. to 11.00 a.m. 
Parish Tel. No. 2534 8671. 
Website: www.stjohnthebaptistthane.com  
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This week’s Announcements, 24th Sept., 2006. 
.. 
�  Today on the occasion of the celebration of the 

Family Year, a family pilgrimage to Our Lady 
of Hope Church, Ghormal will be organized. A 
bus will leave the school premises after 8.00 
a.m. Mass and return by 12.00 noon. Only 
families i.e. parents with their children are 
expected to make this pilgrimage.  

�  On the occasion of the feast of St.Vincent de 
Paul Members of S.V.P.will be doing their 
annual gate collection in the church compound 
on Saturday the 30th Sept after 7.00p.m. Mass, 
and on Sunday the 1st Oct 06 after all masses  

�  Wednesday, 27th September the Civic & 
Political Cell members will have a meeting at 
7.45 p.m. in the pavilion. 

�  Sunday, 1st October is celebrated as 
‘Thanksgiving Day’  

�  Next Sunday, Mass at Ghormal at 10.00 a.m. A 
bus will leave the school premises at 9.00 a.m.  

�  The collection at Masses on last Sunday, 
amounted to Rs.,.21,392.00 

�  The collection from the box in front of Our 
Lady of Perpetual Succour frame amounted to 
Rs1,788.00. 

 25/9 to  01/10  This week’s readings: 
 
25/Mon  Prv 3:27-34; Ps 14; Lk 8:16-18 
26/Tue    Sts Cosmas & Damian, mm  

Pry 21:1-6,10-13; Ps 118; Lk 8:19-21 
27/Wed   St Vincent de Paul, pt - mem Pry 30:5-9;  

Ps   118; Lk 9: 1-6  
28/Thu    St Wenceslaus, m Or Ss. Lawrence Ruiz  

&   Comps, mm Qh 1 :2-11; Ps 89; Lk 9:7-9 
29/Fri     Sts MICHAEL, GABRIEL & RAPHAEL, 

Archangels - Fst On 7:9-10,13-14 or Rev 
12:7-12a; Ps 137; 1n 1:47-51 

30/Sat   St Jerome, pt dr - mem Qh 11 :9-12:8; Ps 89; 
 Lk 9:43b-45 

01/Sun Num 11:35-39;Jm 5:1-6;Mk 9:38-  
 43,45,47-48. 

The Civic & Political Cell 
Wednesday, 27th September the Civic & 
Political Cell members will have a meeting 
at 7.45 p.m. in the pavilion 
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Felicitation of Teachers – 5th September 2006 
 
              
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The teachers approx. 40 ( in service as well as those 
retired) of the Cherai- South community were 
felicitated by the zone on the 5th September 2006. 
Fr. Rumao graced the occasion by his presence, and 
he also commended the wonderful job that all the 
teachers have done . Each teacher was honoured  
with a card and flowers by the children. The 
children were over zealous to wish all their 
teachers. 
                 It was nice to meet and know so many 
teachers from different fields- who impart their 
knowledge in their own special way. There was 
wonderful music provided by our very own 
community member, games and delicious snacks 
and ice-cream.  
                  Thanks to the co-ordinators  and  all the 
animators –who made the teachers feel good about 
the career they have chosen and are very grateful 
for the appreciation shown.                                                                                                              
Colleen Abreo 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Announcement 
Members of S.V.P. will be doing their annual gate 
collection in the church compound on the occasion 
of the feast of St. Vincent DE Paul. 
The collection will be done on Saturday the 30th 
Sept after 7.00p.m. Mass, and on Sunday the 1st 
Oct 06 after all masses  
 

Smile, Giggle, Laugh! 
 
A young couple was looking for a quiet spot in 
town, where they could have a cuddle - but there 
were too many people everywhere. The .young 
man, in despair took his girl to the railway station 
and they stood on a platform besides a departing 
train kissing fondly. When the train left, they 
repeated the process at another platform, and a 
little later at another. 
 After they had been on several platforms, a 
porter tapped the man on tbe shoulder. "Why don't 
you two go to the bus terminal?" he suggested. 
"Buses leave every two minutes from. there." 
 

FAMILY PILGRIMAGES 
Mainly families i.e. parents with children are 
expected to make this pilgrimage 

 
A) 24th September, 2006 - one bus to Gholmal 
Church Bus leaves after 8.00 am Mass at S1. 
John & reaches Ghormal around 9.00am Prayer 
worship & rituals for about one hour. Returns by 
12.00 noon.. 
 
B) 15th. October, 2006 - One bus to Uttan Pali 
church Bus leaves after 8.00 a.m Mass at S1. 
John & reaches Uttan pali around 10.00a.m  
Prayer worship & rituals for about one hour. 
Returns by lunch time 
 

Marriage Enrichment 
"Sneha-Anubhav Marriage Enrichment 
Workshop will be held at Our Lady of 
Fatima Church Hall, Ambernath on 8th 
October 2006 from (9 a.m. - 1 p.m). For 
registration contact Our Lady fo Fatima's 
Parish Office or Snehalaya Family Service 
Centre before 5th October 2006." 
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PRAYER FOR CHINA 

Virgin of Sheshan, help of Chris-tians, you 
are tenderly watching over the beloved Chinese 
people. 
Virgin of Sheshan, 
Mother of Mercy, 
intercede with Your Son, 
the Redeemer of 
mankind, that those in 
pain may find relief and 
comfort and that so 
much suffering may 
not remain fruitless. 
Obtain light for those who guide the destiny of the 
Chinese nation, that they may not lack the 
necessary wisdom in searching for the good of all 
which has as its basis, respect for truth, justice and 
freedom. 
(John Paul II 
 

TEAC.HERS DAY 
The Teachers’ Day 
celebration at St. John 
the Baptist High 
School commenced: 
from 4th September. The 
students under the 
guidance of PTA class 
representatives prepared 
beautiful cards expressing love 
and gratitude to the teacher8. 
~ The Programme on the 5th  Sept began at. 10.30- 
am, with a prayer' service. The Theme was 
Teachers. «A. Rainbow in our life' - The Primary 
students brought out the qualities of a Teacher 
blending with the colors of a rainbow. V'iolet--
Generosity, Indigo-Patience, Blue-Fortitude~ 
Green-Hope Yellow-Wisdom  Orange-Faith and 
Red-Love.  
. At 11.OO am, Magician Indrajeet and his daughter 
entertained the staff with an enjoyable Magic Show; 
this was followed with a dance-performed by 
School kids. 
. The PfA felicitated the 
staff who had completed 25 
Years of service, and 
tokens were 
presented to all the Teachers as 
well as non- teaching stair 
members. . The entire programme 
was conducted by the PT A representatives. The 
climax of the Day was an appetizing lunch 
provided-by the School Management 
 
Ida I)'Silva   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THANE DEANERY YOUTH DAY 
 

On the 27th of August 2006, the Thane Deanery 
celebrated their Deanery Youth Day in St. John the 
Baptist High School Hall. 282 youth from parishes of 
Vikhroli, Kanjurmarg, Powai, Bhandup, Mulund, Wagle 
estate, Pokhran, Majiwada, Kalwa, Amarnath, Kalyan, 
Mumbra and St. John the Baptist, Thane, participated in 
this program. 

The evening started at 4:30 pm with an opening 
prayer. We then played a few ice breakers which helped 
us to get acquainted with various people from different 
parishes. Br. Walter from the seminary then enlightened 
the audience on a very interesting and meaningful topic 
“CHALLENGES FACED BY YOUTH”. He spoke 
whole-heartedly on various challenges that the youth of 
today have to face and how they are suppose to 
overcome them.  

We were then put into various groups. With the 
help of these groups we played various interactive 
games, which the youth enjoyed to the fullest. 

The evening was also graced by the presence of 
Fr. John Baretto, Director of the DYC and his team of 
office bearers. Fr. John thanked the Deanery Youth 
Committee for putting in so much effort to organize this 
programme. He also thanked the congregation for 
making it such a success. 

Br. Godwin, Asst. Youth Animator for Thane 
Deanery then thanked Fr. John Rumao, who made his 
presence for awhile  and the entire parish team of St. 
John the Baptist for letting us use the venue. He also 
thanked the youth who helped make this day possible. 

The evening ended with a Jam session, which 
the youth thoroughly enjoyed. 

We would like to thank Fr. Lincoln, Youth 
Animator of Thane Deanery for helping co-ordinate all 
activities for this event. 

In all, this Youth Day was a great success and we 
look forward for this program next year. 

 
- Gabriela Serpes. 
St. John the Baptist Youth group.                            

 

COUNCIL OF ASSOCIATIONS 
Forthcoming Events. 

Sunday, 8th October – at 5.30 p.m. Scheduled  
Mass for all the members of all the 
associations, cells and ministries, followed by a 
session in the pavilion. All members to attend. 
 
Sunday, 19th November – Parish Associations 
Day: at 5.30 p.m. Mass followed by Rally 
Program in the Quadrangle - A Rally for all 
the parishioners to be presented by all the 
associations, cells and ministries. 
N.B. All the members of all the parish 
associations. Cells and ministries, please, take 
active part in the above programs.  
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Pope Benedict XVI 
Last two days papers have been reporting protests 
all over against Pope’s talk on the subject of 
“Faith, Reason and the University Memories and 
Reflections” delivered at The Regensberg 
University in Germany on 12th September. Making 
references to 14th century Byzantine Christian 
Emperor and an educated Persian on the truths of 
religions, the Pope clearly states that spreading 
faith through violence is 
something unreasonable 
and incompatible 
with the nature of God 
and the nature of the 
soul. God is not pleased by 
blood and faith is born of 
the soul, not of the body. He 
then concludes, “Not to act in accordance with 
reason is contrary to God’s nature.”  The Pope has 
expressed his apology to those who feel their 
religious sentiments hurt. Pope’s speech is not 
meant to offend any one. We pray that the mist of 
misunderstanding may soon be dispelled.. 
 
 

PROPOSED FACELIFT TO THE 
CHURCH. 

 
 On the church sacristy door one date is 

inscribed as 1707. 
While it is for 
historians to study 
the significance of 
that inscription, it 
may be worthwhile 
for our generation 
to celebrate the 
three hundred years 

of that inscription. In preparation for that event the 
following aspects of facelift to the heritage church 
are proposed for parishioners’ proactive suggestions 
which will enhance the richness of the heritage. 
1. Teak wood doors to replace 

all the M.S. grill doors of the 
porch and the eastern corridor 
in all ten panel doors made of 
thick wood to match the 
existing old doors on the inner 
side. 

2.  Matching windows to the 
window openings of the porch 
and the corridor with 
designed glass panels to 
protect the porch and the corridor from rain, sun 
and cold. 

3. Canopies on the doors and windows to prevent 
rain and water beating against. the outer walls 

of the porch & the corridor and entering inside 
as they do not have cantilever 
projections/chajjas – a thing which you 
normally see on the doors and the windows of 
most of the RCC buildings. Presently we have 
some such canopies on the window openings of 
the corridors made of M.S. angles and covered 
with asbestos which certainly do not suit the 
heritage image of the inside church. 

4. the steps leading to the entrances of the porch 
and the corridor have rough kota tiles which are 
broken in some places. It is proposed to replace 
these kota tiles with black granite tappas. 

5. The floor tiles both in the porch as well as in 
the corridor have a worn out look. They have 
become rough and dull. It is proposed to replace 
those tiles with rich big marble slabs. 

6. The ceiling and the walls of the interior of the 
church look shabby. They have to be painted. 
The work will have to be taken up shortly. 

7. The electric wiring, fittings and the fans 
consume a lot of electricity. New wiring and 
fittings, fans etc. have to be done.  

8. The plaster of the side walls in the sanctuary 
has peeled off due to the moisture and water 
absorbed by walls from underneath. The old 
plaster has to be removed; walls have to be 
given water-proofing chemical treatment. It is 
suggested that mosaic mural finishing will be a 
permanent solution to the walls. 

9. The three wooden altars and the pulpit will 
have to be painted in gold leaf. 

10. The fresco canvas on the main arch will have to 
be given fresh touches. 

11. The fourteen stations of the cross may have to 
be replaced. 

 
We propose to 
attend to the above 
items one by one. 
Plans will be 
submitted for 
Bishop’s 
permission and for 
the approval of the Archdiocesan Heritage 
Committee. Parishioners are invited to give 
their suggestions, and voice their opinions in 
writing in a week’s time without prejudice. 
Proactive suggestions may help enhance the 
image of the church edifice, while maintaining 
its heritage importance.   
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FAMILY THANKSGIVING DAY 
 As part of the Eucharist & the Family 
Year, there will be a “Family Thanksgiving 
Day” celebration for families i.e. parents with 
children  

ON SUNDAY,  1ST OCTOBER, 2006. 
Program:  

  6.30 p.m. –Family Thanksgiving Day Mass. 
7.00 p.m. – Get together for families in the 

auditorium. 
N.B. Kindly, give your names to the following 
Family Cell members: 

1. Desmond & Marina    T. 9869243203 
2. Eustace & Susaan   T. 9892461337 
3. Arlop & Cheryl Vieira  T. 9820448715 

CONFIRMATION YOUTHS’ 
Field Visit to the Tribals of Khopoli 

Village 
On Sunday, 24th September, 2006. 

Address:  
Sr. Julieta Fernandes  
Sisters of the Cross  
Shri Parivartan Building  
Ground Floor, Shastri Nagar,  
Khopoli,  District - Raigad  

 
Telephone: 02192 – 266098 
 

MISSION SUNDAY 
 

Every baptised Christian is a missionary. 
Hence every lay missionary is reminded of our 
commitment to Mission of the Church. With 
Mission Sunday near at hand, we the Sodalists of 
Our Lady of the Immaculate Conception, Thane 
are organising the following activities during the 
month of October. 

1. A lunch for the poor on 8th October 2006 
2. Sweets and snacks stall on 14th October 

2006 and 15th October 2006. 
3. Jumble Sale from 18th October to 21st 

October. 
 A door-to-door voluntary collection will also 

be made by the Sodalists towards this cause. 
The proceeds of the amount collected will be 
sent the mission and various charitable 
organisations 

 
President 


