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Parish Team: 
Fr. John Rumao. 
Fr. John Lopes 
Fr. Gerry Fernandes 
Fr.Victor Dalmet. 
Srs Amala & Joan – Pastoral Work 
Vice-President PPC: 
Mr. Francis Fernandes 
Parish SCC Coordinator: 
Mrs. Margaret Mascarenhas. 
APC Representative: 
 Mr. Anthony Alphonso 
PPC Secretary: 
Mr. Eustace D’Cunha 
CWF Secretary: Jessie Sequeira 
Sunday School In-charge: Sr. Ancy 
RCIA & School Catechism: 
In-charge: Ms. Ida D’Silva 
 Mass Schedule: 
Sunday: 6,7,8,9.15 a.m. & 5.30, 6.30 p.m. 
 10.30 a.m. at Kopri Chapel. 
Weekday: 6 & 6.45 a.m.,7.00 pm. 
In Holy Cross Convent::6.30 am.  
Mass in Marathi:  3rd Sunday at 7. a..m 
Mass in Konkani: 4th Sunday at 7. a.m. 
Tamil Mass: 2nd Sunday at 11.00 am  
Confessions:  Saturday: 6 to 7 p.m. 
Baptisms: Sunday: 10.15 am 
Marriages: Weekday at 5.15 p.m. 
      Sunday: 5.30 p.m. & 6.30 pm 
Funerals: Any day: 10 to 11.45 a.m 
   4 p.m.to 5.00 p.m. 
Sacrament of the sick: on request. 
House Blessing: With prior arrangement. 
Novenas: St. Anthony’s: Tuesday 7.30pm 
Perpetual Succour Novena:  
   After 7 p.m. Mass on Wednesday. 
Charismatic Prayer Service [Eng.] 
 On Tuesdays at 7.30 p.m. 
Divine Mercy Devotion:  On Fridays at 
6.00 p.m. except  on 1st Friday 
Night Adoration:  
       at 12.00 midnight on last Saturday   
Office Timings: 9.00 a.m. to 12.30  
              5.00 p.m. to 07.00 
Sunday: 9.00 a.m. to 11.00 a.m. 
Parish Tel. No. 2534 8671; 2543 5411 
Website: www.stjohnthebaptistthane.com  
 

The Year of the Eucharist and Family has come to an end. In 
its memory the above statue is proposed to be erected on the 
green patch near the sacristy in keeping with the parish vision-
mission statement as a constant call for better family ties. 
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Announcements,  
31 December 06. 

 
�  Today is the Feast of Jesus, Mary and 

Joseph.  7.00 a.m. Mass will be in Hindi. In 
the evening there will be only one Mass at 
5.30 p.m.; no 6.30 p.m. Mass.  At 10.00 
p.m. Holy Hour followed by New Year’s 
Mass in the church. 

�  Monday 1st January, is the solemnity of 
Mary, Mother of God.  Masses at 6.00, 
7.00, 8.00 and 9.15 a.m. and 7.00 p.m. At 
8.00 p.m. New Year’s Blast in the 
Quadrangle. 

�  Friday, 5 December is the First Friday of 
the month. Usual half hour Adoration after 
7.00 p.m. Mass. 

�  Sunday, 7th January is the solemnity of The 
Epiphany of the Lord. Mass at Our Lady of 
Hope Church, Ghormal at 10.00 a.m. 

�  The collection at Masses on last Sunday, 
amounted to Rs.,.16,497.00 

�  The collection from the box in front of Our 
Lady of Perpetual Succour frame amounted to  

�  Rs2,180.00. 
�  The collections at Christmas midnight and 

morning Masses amounted to Rs. 90,273.00 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    
 
 
 
    
 
 
 
 

   
  

  
   

  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1/Mon  Num 6:22-27; Ps 66:2-3,5,6,8; Gal 4:4-7; Lk 2:16-21 
2/fue     SS. Basil the Great & Gregory Nazianzen 1 In 2:22-
28; Ps 97:1,2-3ab,3cd-4; In 1:19-28 
3/Wed    Most Holy Name of Jesus 1 In 2:29-3:6; Ps 
97:1,3cd-4,5-6; In 1:29-34 
4/fhu   1 In 3:7-10; Ps 97:1,7-8,9; In 1:35-42 
5/Fri 1 In 3:11-21; Ps 99:2,3,4,5; In 1:43-51 
6/Sat   Is 60:1-6; Ps 71:2,7-8, 10-11, 12-13; Eph 3:2-3a; 5-6; 
Mt 2: 1-12 
7/Sun  The Epiphany of the Lord Is 60:1-6;Eph. 3:2-3a,5-6; 
Mt. 2:1-12. 

JOYFUL NOISE TALENT CONTEST 
Joyful Noise and Archdiocesan Family Commission 
present GLORY 2007 - A Gospel Music Talent 
Contest. 
. Age Groups: Under 20 and Above 20. Categories 
are indicated in the Entry Forms . Prizes from Rs. 
1000 to Rs. 7000 plus Gospel Music CDs 
. Entry Forms available at Church Office or Website 
www.jovfulnoise.in. 
Last date to submit forms 20 Jan. 2007 
Contact Tel: 922100 7449 or 6500 1966 
 

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION 
MASS 

On Sunday, 18th February, ‘07 
At 10.30 a.m. 

ASSOCIATION / CELLS / 
MINISTRIES PARISH RALLY 
On Sunday, 14th January , 2007. 

Programme 
 5.30 p.m. Mass 
 6.30 p.m. Speeches + Entertainment 
 Venue -  Quadrangle 
Chief Guest – Rt. Rev. Bishop Agnelo Gracias 
N.B. Associations, Cells and Ministries with 
similar charisma  will present a skit or an 
entertainment item that will bring out the 
salient features of their activities  and 
spirituality. The members of the organizing 
committee will guide you.  
Every Association, Cell, Ministry will have its 
own banner/flag depicting its motto & emblem  
in an appropriate symbol. For further details get 
in touch with Mrs. Brenda Fernandes on T. N. 
9892952298.  
Though the presentation and organization will 
be the work of the associations / cells 
ministries, the Rally is for all parishioners. 

THE PARISH TEAM AND SISTERS 
WISH ALL PARISHIONERS  

A HAPPY, HEALTHY AND 
PEACEFUL NEW YEAR! 
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CHRISTMAS 2006 –STAGE BACKDROP 

 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 

Thanks to Artist Ms. Anola 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Skit presented by children –directed by Martina 
& Stanny. 

CHRISTMAS MIDNIGHT MASS 
 

Dance choreographed by  Sonia D’Sa 

PARISH CHOIR DIRECTED BY FR. GERRY 

MAIN CRIB  
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A man sobering up from the night before is sitting 
through the Sunday sermon, finding it long and boring. 
Still feeling hung over and tired, he finally nods off.  
The priest has been watching him all along, noticing his 
apparent hangover and is disgusted. At the end of the 
sermon, the preacher decides to make an example of him.  
He says to his congregation, "All those wishing to have a 
place in heaven, please stand."  
The whole room stands up except, of course, the sleeping 
man.  
Then the preacher says even more loudly, "And he who 
would like to find a place in hell please STAND UP!"  
The weary man catching only the last part groggily 
stands up, only to find that he's the only one standing.  
Confused and embarrassed he says, "I don't know what 
we're voting on here, Father, but it sure seems like you 
and me are the only ones standing for it!"   
 

INTENTIONS FOR JANUARY 2007 
Holy Father's General Intention: That in our time, 
unfortunately marked by many episodes of violence, 
the Pastors of the Church may continue to indicate 
the way of peace and understanding among peoples. 
Missionary Intention: That the Church in Africa 
may become a constantly more authentic witness of 
the Good News of Christ and be committed in every 
nation to the promotion of reconciliation and peace. 
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The Year of the Eucharist and the Family 
 

The Sunday following Christmas marks 
the feast of the Holy Family and the first of 
January marks the feast of Mary, Mother of 
God. All these feasts including Christmas  
revolve around the central aspect of human life, 
i.e. family. The Son of God becomes man, 
thereby elevates Mary to the Divine 
Motherhood and the Nazarene family as model 
to all the families in the world. No one can miss 
family life nor live without one. All other 
services rendered by family may be substituted 
by other agencies, but the 
emotional ties of love is the 
main reserve of family.  
 
 God is love. He wishes 
to share this love with us. So He 
comes down and takes birth in 
human life.  He does this in 
confirmation of the immense importance the 
family plays in our life. He therefore becomes 
obedient to His parents, Mary and Joseph, 
learns both social and moral values from them 
and sets before us the absolute need of family 
life for one’s well-balanced mature growth as a 
human being.  
 
 Family life is a web of constant 
interaction between the members, father, 
mother and children. It is in this continuous 
interaction, that a mature emotional growth 
takes place in children. Husbands and wives 
constantly loving each other, treating one 
another with respect, with kind word, look and 
smile make deep impression on children. A 
child learns the first lessons from its parents 
that the wider society is not hostile but friendly 
and that full human growth can be realized by 
interaction with the larger society. 
 
 The need of the hour is of model 
families committed to the welfare of family 
members in total trust and fidelity over-riding 
one’s personal interests. The Church sets before 
us the Nazarene family as a model of family 
virtues. As we close the year of the Eucharist 
and the Family let us focus our eyes on the 
model family of Jesus and imbibe some of the 
virtues from each one of them to create that 
happy peaceful God-fearing décor in our 
families. 

Gratitude – The Language Of The Heart. 
We wish thank all those who made this 

Christmas celebration a joyful experience for us.  
Our thanks go to all the choir members for their 
angelic singing under the direction of Fr. Gerry, 
altar servers, Eucharistic ministers,  Sr. Ancy 
and Ms. Anola D’Souza for the beautiful back-
drop, to Mrs. Margaret Menezes, sisters, sacristy 
ladies and Sacristan Anthony for altar decoration 
and other liturgical requirements,  Mr. Eustace 
de Cunha, the youths, zonal coordinators and 
volunteers for presenting a noval crib, Mrs. 
Martina & Stanny Martis and the children for 
carol singing and presenting a skit, to youth for 
decorating church, Mr. Ignatius Fernandes and 
his men for TV screen in the church, to Mr. 
Norbert Pillai and his men of In-Cable TV for 
live telecast on local TV channel, Mr. Deepak 
Dias and his men for getting the crib set up and 
the church cleaned up, Mr. Marcus Alvares and 
ushers, Mr. Nazeer of Awaj Radio for stage set-
up, chairs arrangement and lighting, Mr. Johnny 
Pereira for sound system, Mr. Anthony 
Alphonso, Mr. Breven and the members of the 
Sports and Cultural Committee, Naupada police 
and to all those who have been and are involved 
with all the programs during the Christmas 

Week celebration.    
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CHRISTMAS SPORTS FOR 
SUNDAY SCHOOL 
CHILDREN ON 26-12-06 
 
SWEET POISON ALCHOL  
 
Alcohol is the devil’s brew 
Seems good to the taste 
But it’s hidden poison 
Makes life total waste 
Drinking is a real craze 
A vice of a different kind 
For it not only destroys 
the body 
T deadens the very mind 
Reason goes into exile 

And like a human brute 
It’s victim becomes furious  
And violence follows suit 
It starts off rather harmlessly 
With the first drink going down 
Then that calls for another drink 
And the third drink knocks him down 
One of the evils of Society 
Is the bottle of Alcohol 
It destroys not only the drinker 
But the home, family and all 
Why put a thief into your mouth 
To steal away your brains 
It’s better to discipline yourself 
And from Alcohol refrain 
 
Dorothy Serpes  
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Seven Resolutions for the New Year! 
 
I like a list of resolutions prepared by the Rev. 
Walter Schoedel. He calls them ‘7-UPS for the New 
Year.’ No, this has nothing to do with the soft drink. 
These 7-UPS fall under the heading of attitudes and 
actions. 
 
The first is WAKE UP--Begin the day with the 
Lord. It is His day. Rejoice in it. 
 
The second is DRESS-UP--Put on a smile. It 
improves your looks. It says something about your 
attitude. 
 
The third is SHUT-UP--Watch your tongue. Don't 
gossip. Say nice things. Learn to listen. 
 
The fourth is STAND-UP--Take a stand for what 
you believe. Resist evil. Do good. 
 
Five, LOOK-UP--Open your eyes to the Lord. After 
all, He is your only Savior. 
 
Six, REACH-UP--Spend time in prayer with your 
adorations, confessions, thanksgivings and 
supplications to the Lord. 
 
And finally, LIFT-UP--Be available to help those in 
need--serving, supporting, and sharing. 
 
If you're going to make New Year's resolutions this 
year, let me suggest Rev. Schoedel's list. 
 
Why do we bother to make New Year's resolutions 
in the first place? Why do we feel this need each 
January 1 to set new goals? Maybe it is because 
resolutions help us to identify our priorities. They 
answer the Question: how do I want to invest my 
time, energy, money, and talents in this New Year? 
The New Year reminds us that time is passing. It is 
up to each of us to maximize the potential of every 
moment. 
 
Walter Schoedel 


