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EASTER 

 
Easter is the greatest feast of Christianity because whereas in other 
religions all the doctrine or teaching come to an end by the death of its 
founder, in Christianity the doctrine is not over at the death of Jesus, the 
founder . This is the only religion where the founder Jesus Christ, was 
risen again after His death .So the resurrection is the greatest truth of 
Christianity. 
By resurrection we are given the real meaning for our human suffering 
and cross. We to our given hope that we too will rise with Jesus. 
We know after the fall of our first parents Adam & Eve the sin and 
suffering came into this world. And everybody born in this world is 
affected by the stain of sin. So everybody commits some faults or the other 
since we are human .If anybody says that he/she has never committed any 
sin he /she has never committed any sin he is either GOD or DOG 
meaning everybody is fallible .We are given the hope that since we live 
and die with Jesus, we will rise again with Jesus. All our sufferings and 
death have hope as long as we believe in our resurrection. 
So Season of Lent is a season to prepare us for Easter. During this season 
we are reflecting on the suffering and death of Jesus Christ. We are also 
reflecting on our own suffering and future death and resurrection. We 
compare that our worldly suffering are nothing compared to the suffering 
of Jesus and future rewards. Our sufferings in this world have meaning 
and grace as long as we suffer .The same imitating Jesus, our model. We 
suffer and die with Jesus in order to rise again with Jesus. So the 
resurrection of Jesus is the hope for the reward we will get for suffering 
and dying with Jesus in this world .So ,let us look at the risen Jesus rather 
than a dead Jesus for our better or resurrected life. 

Rev. Fr. Joe Rodricks. 
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Parish Team: 
Fr. John Rumao. 
Fr. John Lopes 
Fr. Gerry Fernandes 
Fr.Victor Dalmet. 
Fr. Joe Rodricks  
Bro. Joseph Pimenta, deacon 
Vice-President PPC: 
Mr. Francis Fernandes 
Parish SCC Coordi nator: 
Mrs. Margaret Mascarenhas. 
APC Representative: 
 Mr. Anthony Alphonso 
PPC Secretary: 
Mr. Eustace D’Cunha 
CWF Secretary: Jessie Sequeira 
 Mass Schedule: 
Sunday: 6,7,8,9.15 a.m. 
   5.30, 6.30 p.m. 
Weekday: 6 & 6.45 a.m.,7.00 pm. 
In Holy Cross Convent::6.30 am.  
Mass in Marathi:  

3rd Sunday at 7. a..m 
Mass in Konkani: 

4th Sunday at 7. a.m. 
Tamil Mass: 2nd Sunday at 11.00 am  
Confessions:  Saturday: 6 to 7pm. 
Baptisms: Sunday: 10.15 am 
Marriages: Weekday at 5.15 pm. 
      Sunday: 5.30 & 6.30 pm 
Funerals: Any day: 10 to 11.45 am 
   4 to 5.00 p.m. 
Sacrament of the sick: 

Any time on request. 
House Blessing: 

With prior arrangement. 
Novenas: 
     St. Anthony’s: Tuesday 7.30pm 
Perpetual Succour Novena:  
   After 7 p.m. Mass on Wednesday. 
Charismatic Prayer Servi ce [Eng.] 
 On Tuesdays at 7.30 p.m. 
Divine Mercy Devotion:  On Fridays 
at 6.00 p.m. except  on 1st Friday 
Night Adoration:  
       at 8 p.m. on 2nd Saturday;  
       at 10.30  p.m. on last Saturday   
Office Timings: 9.00 a.m. to 12.30  
              5.00 p.m. to 07.00 
Sunday: 9.00 a.m. to 11.00 a.m. 
Parish Tel. No. 2534 8671 . 
Website: 
www.stjohnthebaptistthane.com  
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PRAYING WAY OF THE CROSS FOR THE 

HOMEBOUND 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CHERAI ZONE – WAY OF THE CROSS IN 

THE NEIGHBOURHOOD. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This week’s Announcements, 16th April, 2006. 
 
? The Parish Team and sisters wish all our 

parishioners a HAPPY EASTER. May the 
Peace of the Risen Lord be with one and 
all. 

? EASTER SUNDAY: 16th April is Easter 
Sunday. Masses will be at 6.00, 7.00, 8.00 and 
9.15 in the morning. There will be no Masses 
in the evening.. 

? The Divine Mercy Novena begins 
from Friday at 3.00 p.m.  

? We fathers on behalf of the parish express our 
sincere thanks to all those who were directly 
involved in the liturgical celebration of Lent, 
such as the choirs, the Parish Liturgical Team, 
Eucharistic Ministers, volunteers &  ushers, 
altar servers, helping hands at the sacristy work 
such Mrs. Margaret Menezes, Anthony, 
Sisters, Mr. Nazeer of Awaj Radio for stage, 
chairs and  lighting, Ms Anola for the backdrop  
Mr. Johnny for sound system, Mr. Ignatius 
Fernandes for close circuit TV, Mr. Norbert of 
Incable TV for telecast,  Mr. Eustace D’Cunha 
for LCD projection, Passo Committee and all 
those who were involved in some way or the 
other in making the parish Lenten events grace-
filled.   

? During the Easter week there will be a 
daily Divine Mercy Novena Mass at 3.00 
p.m.  

? Friday, 21st April: Annual zonal Mass in 
Cherai South near the Cross opposite Jay-
Anand Hospital at 7.30 p.m. 

? Sunday 23rd April is the Feast of Divine 
Mercy.  A special Divine Mercy Feast 
Mass will be at 3.30 p.m. 

? The CWF meeting will be on 23rd April at 
1030 a.m.  

? The collection at Masses on last Sunday, 
amounted to Rs.,.25,458.00 

? The collection from the box in front of Our 
Lady of Perpetual Succour frame amounted to 
Rs 2,255.00. 

 

 17/04 to 23/04 This week’s readings : 

Mon. 
 Tues. 

Wed. 
Thurs. 
Friday 
Sat. 
Sunday 
 
 

Ac 2:14, 22-33; Ps 15; Mt 28:8-15  
Ac 2:36-41; Ps 32; In 20:11-18  
Ac 3:1-10; Ps 104; Lk 24:13-35  
Ac 3:11-26; Ps 8;Lk 24:35-48  
Ac 4:1-12; Ps 117; In 21:1-14  
Ac 4:13-21; Ps 117; Mk 16:9-15 

Acts 4:32-35; St.Jn’s Let:5:1-6;  

Jn: 20-29 
 

YOUR CHILDREN 
You mqy give them your love but not your thoughts,  
For  they have their own thoughts. 
You may house their bodies but not their souls,  
For their souls dwell in the house of tomorrow, which 
you cannot visit, not even in  your dreams. 
You may strive to be like them, but seek not to make 
them likeyou.. 
For life goes not backward nor tarries with yesterday.. 
You qre bows from which your children as living  
arrows  are sent forth.. 

***  
. 

 



3 

Easter Sunday 16th April, 2006 3 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

THE ANNUAL FEAST 
OF 

OUR LADY OF HOPE CHURCH, 
GHORMAL. 

 
ON SUNDAY, 30th APRIL, 2006. 

 
Masses: AT 8.15, 9.30 a.m. IN ENGLISH 

 
AT 10.45 a.m. FEAST MASS  

(IN MARATHII) 
Main Celebrant: Msgr. Francis Correia. 

  

EASTER HOUSE BLESSING. 
 This year a new feature is added to 
the Easter house blessing. Every family will 
be provided with a small plastic bottle and a 
prayer card  free of cost. Kindly, collect an 
empty bottle for your family from the 
sacristy or from the ushers after Easter 
Sunday Masses and fill it with the holy water 
kept out side the sacristy.  
 
Easter house blessing to be performed by 
the heads of the families at the stroke of the 
church bell at 12.00 noon.  

CHILDREN’S CORNER- Bible Study 
 

38. ANOTHER NAME 
Each of the following persons have another name. Can 
you match them? 

1. Peter 2. John 3. John the   Baptist  4. Herod 5. Luke 
6. James and John  7. Joseph 8. Abraham 9. Paul 10. 
Hosea 
     a. dreamer b. forerunner c. beloved disciple d. 
fox e. beloved physician f. rock g. father of nations h. 
sons of thunder i. prophet of God's love j. vessel of 
election.   

*****  
40. GOD REVEALS HIMSELF 

Iesus reveals himself through the various statements 
he made. Fill up and complete the statement 
 

1. I am the -- -, the - - - - -, and the -- -- (In 14:6) 
2. I am the - - -- - -- - -- - - and the life. (In 11:25) 3. I am 
the -- - - shepherd. (In 10:11) 
4. I am the - - - - and - - - - - - the branches. (In 5:5) 
5. I am the - - - - - - of life. (In 6:35) 
6. I am the - - - - for the sheep. (In 10:7) 
7. I am the -- - -- of the world. (In 8:12) 
8. I am the real - -- - and my -- -- -- is the gardener. (In 15:1) 

&&&&&&  
41. INVITATIONS OF GOD 

God always invites persons for a particular mission. From 
the given statements can you identify the persons involved? 

1. Come with me, and I will teach you to catch 
men. (Mt 4:19)  

2. He said to him, "Come, follow me." (Mt 9:9)  
3. Come to me, all of you who are tired. (Mt 11 :28) 

4. If you want to be perfect, go and sell all you 
 have and give to the poor and then come and 
 follow me. (Mt 19:21) 

5. If anyone wants to come with me, he must forget self, carry 
his cross and follow me. (Mk 8:34) 

6. Hurry down, because I must stay in your 
house today. (Lk 19:5) 

7. Come and see. (In 1:39) 
8. Come and dine. (In 21: 12) 
9. Come over to Macedonia and help us. (Acts 16:9) 

10. Mortal man, go to the people of Israel and say to them 
whatever I tell you to say. (Ezek 3:4) 

 
Children, answer the above quizes and the 

ones that   will appear in the next bulletin together and 
submit them to Fr. Victor Dalmet or any of the sisters 
by 27th April 

 
---Parish Priest.  

 
 

S.V.P. Conference of St. John the Baptist Church, Thane 
 

Receipts & Payment for Year 2005-2006 
 
Receipts  Rs    Payments   Rs  
1.Opening  
Balance           257663.50.     1.Religious Purpose        5213.00. 
2.Collection  
& Donation     578271.00    2.Charitable Purposes   408266.50   
3.Specific  
Donation          11740.00   3.Special Work/ Project   2300.00 
        4. Administration          111079.00 
      5.Annual Contribution 25083.00 
      6. Closing Balance        295733.00 
Gr. Total       847674.50     Grand Total              847674.50 



4 

Easter Sunday 16th April, 2006 4 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MASS-TIMINGS IN THE MONTH OF 
MAY 2006  from 1st May to 31st May 
2006 
 
On Sundays: at 6.00, 7.00, 8.00 & 9.15 in 
   the morning and 
  At 5.30  in the evening. 
There will be no 6.30 p.m. Mass and no 
10.30 a.m. Mass in Kopri Chapel. 
 
On Weekdays: Masses at 6.00, 6.45 a.m. 
     and at 7.00 p.m. 
No 6.30 a.m. Mass in the Holy Cross 
Convent.  
 

A ONE-YEAR RUDIMENTARY 
COURSE  

IN INTER-RELIGIOUS DIALOGUE 
FOR CATHOLIC ADULTS. 

ON EIGHT SUNDAYS  
FROM 9.00 A.M. TO 5.00 P.M.  

FROM 16TH July to 18th February, 2007  
At Gyan Ashram, Mahakali Caves Rd, 

Andheri East.  
Fees Rs. 1000/- inclusive of seminar fees, 

materials meals.  
Eligibility : laity involved in Inter-religious 
dialogue – commitment to Catholic Faith- 
STd. XII and above- willing to engage in 

activities with other faiths. 
N.B. Any one interested may approach the 
Parish Priest. Freeship will be provided. 

Eucharistic Ministry 
 

Mrs Sharda Iyer and Mrs Santan D’souza 
from Kopri, Mrs Lucy Srinivasan from 
Brindavan and Mrs Sharmila Pinto from 
K’villa were commissioned as new 
Eucharistic Ministers on Maundy Thursday. 
They attended the training session prior to 
being commissioned. 
Mr Cyril D’souza, Mr.Peter Mendes Mrs 
Fatima Fernandes and Miss Salome Baraskar 
who have changed their residence have ceased 
to be Ministers of our Parish. Their dedicated 
service in the Ministry is greatly appreciated 

St.John the Baptist Health Care Centre is 
organizing a ‘Basic Course in Nature Cure ‘ 
by Rev. Fr.John. M. Britto (SJ) 
 
 Dates:  
22nd April ‘06 Saturday- 2.00p.m. to 5.00p.m. 
23rd April ‘06 Sunday 10.00p.m. to 05.00p.m 
 
Venue:  Pavilion 
Amount:  Rs 400/- (Including Tea, snacks 

and Lunch) 
Registration:  Contact  Clara  25333154 
  Laureen  25470185 

Or  
Health Cell from Monday to 
Friday 05.00-07.00p.m 

 Our Church has no name 
visible from the roadside. It 
is therefore proposed to 
make an M.S. arch on the 
front gate and on the small 
Jambli gate as shown in the 
design with the name of the 
church as “ST. JOHN THE 
BAPTIST CHURCH” on 
the arch. Written 
suggestions if any are 
invited  by 23rd April, 2006. 
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1 
PASTORAL LETTER 

2006 MID-TERM SYNOD ASSEMBLY 
“Launch out into the deep” (Lk 5:4) 

 
The Bombay Archdiocesan Synod, which was held in 
January 2001, set the Church in Mumbai on an 
enterprising journey of pastoral renewal aimed at 
making it a Home and School of Communion. Among 
the many initiatives taken in the ensuing years after the 
Synod, we must needs mention that each of the parishes 
and units in the Archdiocese, after a broad-based 
consultation, drew up a Parish Vision and Mission 
Statement (PVMS). It was deemed wise to pause for a 
moment to take stock of the progress made in the Synod 
implementation process over the past five years and to 
consider which course the Archdiocese should take for 
the next quinquennium. Hence, a Mid-Term Synod 
Assembly (MTSA) was held at S1. Pius X College, 
Goregaon, on January 25-26, 2006 
The MTSA was indeed a moment of grace. Four 
hundred and seventy-eight delegates from all the 
parishes and sectors of the Archdiocese met to 
collectively discern what the Spirit was saying to the 
Church in Bombay. I warmly welcome the Statement 
they submitted at the end of the meeting: it contained the 
fruit of their deliberations on the achievements 
registered after the 2001 Synod and concrete 
suggestions for the years ahead. 
The MTSA felt that the Archdiocese should now focus 
on four specific areas of pastoral concern (Spirituality, 
Family, Youth and Marginalised) and that these be fitted 
into each PVMS and concretised into time-bound action 
plans 
I am pleased to present this Post-Assembly Document to 
the Clergy, Religious and Lay Faithful of the 
Archdiocese. It should be read together with the 2001 
Post-Synodal Document (PSD) and its directives must 
be treated as an archdiocesan priority in every parish. 
Since Spirituality should be the "incarnational" force 
animating the other three themes indicated by the 
MTSA, as a soul does to the body, I deem it wise to 
speak about it at length in this document, for "unless the 
Lord build the house, in vain do the labourers toil (Ps 
124:1). 
A genuine Christian spirituality must necessarily be 
holistic, Le. embracing our relationships with God, with 
our Christian brethren and with those of other faiths who 
are co-pilgrims with Us towards our heavenly Father. It is 
imperative that our Catholic. faithful be taught to cultivate 
a proper relationship with the Triune God, to develop 
sound Christian values and to make faith to flow into 
action. This is especially necessary today when many are 
adopting worldly mindsets and egocentric behaviour 
patterns, at times even lured by some evangelists 
preaching a so-called "prosperity gospel cult" which 
ignores or considers as irrelevant the Gospel virtues of 
Christian discipleship, like  carrying one's cross poverty, 
humility etc. 
 

2 
I earnestly encourage the faithful in the Archdiocese to 
attend Holy Mass frequently - daily, if possible - and to 
receive the Sacrament of Reconciliation at least once a 
month. The practice of many to visit Our Eucharistic Lord 
in the Blessed Sacrament Chapels is indeed praiseworthy 
and should be fostered in every parish, family, association 
and community 
Personal and communitarian prayer  too must have an 
important place in our daily life. I exhort the laity to spend 
at least 15 minutes everyday in personal prayer. For 
prayer- in the words of S1. John Chrysostom - is “a 
precious way of communicating with God, ..it is an 
indescribable desire for God, a fruit of God's grace, 
whereby the fiercest of fires Ilight up the soul”. (Homily 6). 
– May all learn the art and beauty of contemplative prayer, 
where one is led to be still in the Lord's presence and to 
know that He is God (cfr Ps. 46:10) - choosing from the 
various schools of Christian spirituality present in the 
Archdiocese (Desert Fathers, Franciscan, Carmelite, Jesuit, 
Dominican, Salesian, and others). - All prayer, of course, 
must be Christ-centred: through Him, with Him and in Him 
we are in communion with God the Father in the Holy 
Spirit. United thus with Jesus, as branches to the vine, we 
shall produce abundant fruit (cfr Jn 15:1-5) and be true 
witnesses "of the hope which is in us" (1 pt 3:15 

The Holy Bible should be a companion for every 
Catholic in the Archdiocese Courses could be organised at 
various levels, so that the faithful can deepen. their 
understanding of the Word of God and its implications in 
their personal lives and communitarian behaviour. This 
should go hand-in-hand with catechetical faith formation. 
In his message for the next World Youth Day (2008) Pope 
Benedict XVI says: "I urge you to become familiar with the 
Bible, ... so that it can be your compass pointing out the 
road to follow. By reading it, you will learn to know Christ. 
... A time-honoured way. to study and savour the word of 
God is 'Iectio divina' which constitutes a real and veritable 
spiritual journey marked out in stages. After the 'Iectio,' 
which consists of reading and re-reading a passage from 
Sacred Scripture and taking in the main elements, we 
proceed to 'meditatio'.,... in which the soul turns to God and 
tries to understand what His word is saying to us today. 
Then comes 'oratio' in which we linger to talk with God 
directly. Finally we come to 'contemplatio.' This helps us to 
keep our hearts attentive to the presence of Christ". 

There .are many archdiocesan bodies which 
cater to the spiritual life of our faithful., Among them, we 
could mention the Biblical, Liturgical, and Dialogue 
Commissions, the Catechetical Centre and the Perpetual 
Eucharistic Adoration Committee (PEACE). A 
Spirituality Cell in each parish could co-ordinate them, so 
as to foster an harmonious: overall deepening of the 
Christian faith and ensure that the parish liturgies are 
spiritually. uplifting, meaningful and performed with due 
solemnity and decorum. Particular attention must be paid 
to sacred music during the liturgical celebrations. The 
hymns should elevate the mind and soul to God, while 
rhythms, tunes and accompaniments which echo the 
mundane must be totally avoided. The aforementioned 
bodies should offer everyone in the Archdiocese the 
possibility to grow maturely in the knowledge of Our 
Lord Jesus Christ, so that, deeply rooted and grounded in 
love, they may be able to comprehend the breadth and 
length and height and depth of the love of Christ which 
surpasses all understanding and be filled with the fullness 
of God (cfr Eph 3:17-19, 4:13). 
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FAMILY:  Although the establishment of cells in every 
parish has been left to the discernment of each parish team 
and parish pastoral council, given the important role which 
the family. :plays in society today, the family cell must be 
established in every parish by December 2007 and 
persons/associations in the parish specialised in family 
matters should be called to collaborate with it. The same 
consideration applies to the formation of deanery family 
cells. In order that these may have qualified persons, our 
Family Service Centre, Snehalaya, will organise training 
courses and I encourage all to avail themselves of them 
In our present-day society into which secular values and 
options are making, stealthy inroads, family prayer must 
be encouraged, since "the family that prays together stays 
together". I would like to make special mention of the 
Holy Rosary and the Divine Mercy Chaplet 
I warmly recommend that the faithful be cognizant of the 
Church's teaching on modem bio-ethical problems which 
intimately touch family and pro-life. Issues  
YOUTH: No one can underestimate the importance of the 
care due to the, youth in our Archdiocese. I request the 
Parish Teams and Parish Pastoral Councils to extend their 
full support to this special ministry, which forms an unique 
segment in the life and mission of the Church 
The Archdiocesan Youth Centre has envisaged a three-
pronged approach in their' apostolate. the formation of 
Neighbourhood Youth Groups (NYG) within the SCCs, 
whose representatives will form the Parish Youth Councils 
(PYC) , and the setting up of a Parish Youth Animation 
Team (PYAT). The May 2007 deadline suggested in the 
MTSA Statement to establish these bodies should be 
respected and adhered to. I warmly encourage the 
formation of an Archdiocesan Team of Resource 
Personnel to foster and facilitate creative ministries for 
youth 
MARGINALIZED:Since many years the Archdiocese 
has taken a pastoral option in favour of the poor and 
marginalised. Already at the Priests' Consultation in 1990 
it was resolved to set up a Community Centre 
Organization (CCO) in every parish, not merely to dole 
out aid, but as an agent to empower the weaker and 
underprivileged to attain and fully express their dignity of 
being children of God, in whose image they have been 
created. Through awareness programmes, community 
initiatives and action plans the CCO fulfils the thrust of the 
Archdiocese to be in communion with others, especially 
with those who are marginalised, irrespective of their caste 
or creed, social condition or political affiliation 
It is heartening to note that to-date there are CCOs in 75  
parishes of the Archdiocese. I hereby direct, once again, 
that - with immediate effect - CCOs  be established 
wherever they do not exist as yet. The rules governing 
them are contained in the Handbook for CCOs. Experience 
has suggested that the office of the CCO executive director 
be henceforth separated from that of the Parish Priest, who 
will shoulder the overall responsibility as CCO manager 

The Community Welfare Fund is mandatory and 
should be functioning in every parish by May 2007 the 
latest. As among the early Christians, our common ideal 
and concern should be that no one in our communities 
lacks the basic necessities of life, viz. food, health and 
education (cfr Acts 4:34). 
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CONCLUSION: Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ: 
"Our contemporaries listen more easily to witnesses than 
to teachers, and if they do listen to teachers, it is because 
they are witnesses". These words of Pope Paul VI 
(Evange/ii Nuntiandi, 41) are especially true of the 
people, Christians and others, in our Archdiocese today. 
May we come up to their expectations with words and 
deeds worthy of our identity as followers of Jesus Christ, 
our Risen Lord and Saviour 
Echoing the Master's command to His disciples. and 
taking the cue from Pope John Paul II's clarion call at the 
dawn of the Third Christian Millennium to "launch out 
into the deep (Lk 5:4), the MTSA has beckoned the 
Archdiocese in Bombay to steer the Church along the 
routes of Spirituality, Family, Youth and Marginalised,- 
in the spirit of communion envisaged by the 2001 
Archdiocesan Synod. The secret of safe and secure 
sailing lies in having all hands on deck and each one on 
board doing his/her part without counting the cost and 
giving tirelessly even if it hurts. Our common task ahead 
is very challenging indeed and its success is assured. 
thanks to the presence in the barque of Him who calms 
the winds and commands the waves. May the Blessed 
Virgin Mary, Star of the Ocean, pray for us and guide us 
as we wander on the high seas of life 
While commending the excellent work done by the 
Bombay Archdiocesan Synod Implementation 
Committee (BASIC) 'during the past years, I entrust it 
with the execution of the on-going archdiocesan pastoral 
thrust as traced in the MTSA Statement arid confirmed 
by this Pastoral Letter 
Together with my Team of Bishops. I bless you 
affectionately and as.sure you of our special prayers 
 
 
+ Ivan Cardinal Dias, 
Archbishop of Bombay 
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