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ST JOHN THE BAPTIST CHURCH 
THANE 

Participating in the Funeral Liturgy 

Our prayerful sympathies go out to you; may your loved one rest in the Lord’s peace. Please ensure that 
enough photocopies of the death certificate issued by the hospital/doctor are made. Also check for the 
correct spelling of the name of the deceased. If you have a permanent grave then you need to show the 
same to the office for the appropriate entries. It is advisable to make arrangements for the 
funeral, burial or cremation, only after finalizing the same with the priest/office as you 
will be conveniently counseled about the liturgical rites, the readings, the choice of 
hymns, the eulogy (tribute) etc. 
 

THE FUNERAL LITURGY 
The funeral liturgy is the central liturgical celebration of the Christian 
community for the deceased. When one of its members dies, the Church 
encourages the celebration of the funeral liturgy at a Mass. The heart of the 
Funeral Rites is the Funeral Mass. The Funeral Mass focuses, not on earthly 
life, but eternal life. This Mass celebrated for the deceased commends the soul 
to the love and mercy of our loving God, who has called our loved one home. 
Our prayers entreat God to be gracious and merciful, not looking upon the sins 
of the past but to the glory they are to share with Christ. “Having been baptized into his death, we hope to 
share a resurrection like his.” (Romans 4)  
This liturgy also offers comfort and consolation to those who mourn. The Mass lifts our hearts to God who 
will strengthen us in the days ahead and give us the grace to continue our journey of faith. The funeral 
liturgy, therefore, is an act of worship, and not merely an expression of grief. 
 

EULOGY (Tribute) 
Following the post communion prayer a short ‘Eulogy’ can be given by one of the family members, though 
it is not mandatory. There should be only one tribute and a brief word of thanks with 
announcement of the memorial mass/month’s mind, not more than 4-5 minutes in all, 
preferably written. The eulogy is delivered from the lectern reserved for announcements. The celebrant 
should be informed of this before the Mass begins. 
 
Tips for writing ‘Eulogy’ (Tribute): 
The questions listed below may help you to think about what you want to share.   
You can pick up one or two points to highlight in the eulogy 

 How would the your loved one like to be remembered?  
 How would you describe their faith journey?  
 What would he/she be most proud of from their personal life?  
 What was she/he most passionate about? 
 What were his/her most positive traits or characteristics?  
 Is there a particular story or incident that would exemplify their life?  
 How would she/he be described by their closest family and friends?  
 Did he/she have any personal interests that reflect what kind of person they were? 

 

HYMNS AT THE FUNERAL 
As in all liturgies, the hymns at the Funeral Mass allow us to express our faith, love and hope, drawing us 
closer in unity to our faith. The hymns should also help us celebrate the life of the deceased. While 
favourite songs that are popular or secular may hold special meaning to the deceased and 
the family, this type of music is not appropriate for the Mass nor is the use of recorded 
music. Congregational singing enhances participation at the Eucharist. You may use the list overleaf to 
choose the hymns. The hymns suggested for Entrance, Responsorial, Communion & Recessional can also 
be interchanged. The numbers indicate the hymns as found in our present hymnal. Share this list with the 
choir/cantor you are requesting to lead the singing at the funeral mass.  
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ENTRANCE RESPONSORIAL 
A lamp for our steps                                     Hymn No. 1                                  
As we gather (V 2)                                                            44                                    
Come in pilgrim                                                                89                                             
Come into His presence                                                  90                 
Enter the house of the Lord                                           113 
Glory and Praise to our God                                          134 
God is good to me                                                            141 
I’ll turn my steps to the altar of God                            199 
In the Lord is my hope                                                   208    
Just like a child                                                                230 
Rejoice evermore                                                             335 
Yes I shall arise and return to my Father                   469 
Yes I shall arise and return to my Father                   470 
 

As the deer                                                    Hymn No. 43                                  
Be exalted                                                                          53 
How lovely is Your dwelling place                               178       
I will sing of the mercies                                                196 
My Shepherd is the Lord                                     Psalm 22  
O God my God for you my soul is thirsting                292 
My soul is thirsting…                                            Psalm 41 
Taste and see                                                                    375 
The Lord is my salvation                                                435 
The Lord is my salvation                                     Psalm 26 
The Lord is my shepherd                                               388 

OFFERTORY COMMUNION 
Abba Father                                                     Hymn No. 18                                  
Accept almighty Father                                              20/21 
At this time of giving                                                         48 
In bread we bring you                                                     204  
Lord accept                                                                       254                          
Simple Gifts                                                                      347 
Take and receive                                                              368 
Take our bread                                                                 371 
United in one body                                                          416 
 

Faith in God                                                                      117 
From the depths                                                              128 
Hide me in the hollow                                                    173 
I am the bread of life                                                      182 
I now no longer live                                                        190 
If we live                                                                            202                                                 
In his time                                                                         207 
Jesus You are my salvation                                            239 
Just to fix our eyes on Jesus                                          232 
Lord we touch you today                                                257 
Lord you are my everything                                           258 
Lose yourself in me                                                         260 
Oh Lord my God                                                              307 
Our Hearts were made for you                                     320 
The Lord is my shepherd                                               388  
The Lord is near                                                              389 
Time is too short                                                             411 
We seek Thee                                                                   436 
Who shall separate us                                                    463 

COMMUNION 

All I ask of you                                               Hymn No. 24                                  
All to Jesus I surrender                                                   33 
Amazing Grace                                                                  39 
Blessed are they                                                                64 
Cast your burden                                                              63 
Eternal rest                                                                       114 

RECESSIONAL AT THE CEMETERY 
Abide with me                                             Hymn No.    19                                   
Nearer my God to thee                                                   282 
Put on the armour                                                           333 
Thanks be to God                                                            380 
We walk by faith                                                              441 
When the sun has set                                                      456 
You have everything                                                       474         
 

Abide with me                                               Hymn No.  19 
Amazing Grace                                                                  39 
All to Jesus I surrender                                                   33 
Have thine own way                                                        164 
Nearer my God to thee                                                   282 
Thank you Lord for all you’ve done                             377 
What a friend we have in Jesus                                    444 
 

 
PLEASE REMEMBER: 

- To make arrangements for a priest from the parish to be brought home to lead the funeral prayers. 
- To choose a lector, preferably a youth or adult who can effectively proclaim the reading at the 

funeral mass. 
- To contact the cantor/choir and ensure that the hymns chosen for the funeral are congregational. 
- Special Prayers of the Faithful are not to be prepared for the funeral mass, since the 

prescribed ones are prayed at the service. 
- One brief eulogy (tribute) – only if necessary - is prepared, preferably written and shown to the 

celebrant before Mass. This includes the thank yous and announcement of the Month’s Mind. 


